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7.2 Quake Rattles Baja California, San Diego
Chile

Haiti

Mexicali

When: Tuesday, Jan. 12

• When: Saturday, Feb. 27

• When: Sunday, April 4

Time: 1:53 p.m. PST

• Time: 10:39 p.m. PST

• Time: 3:40 p.m. PST

Magnitude: 7.0

• Magnitude: 8.8

• Magnitude: 7.2

Depth: 8.1 miles

• Depth: 21.7 miles

• Depth: 6.2 miles

Deaths: 222,570

• Deaths: 507

• Deaths: 2
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ANDRES BARRAZA
STAFF WRITFR

A 7.2 magnitude earthquake
was recorded Sunday afternoon in
Baja California, Mexico, rattling
cities as far as San Diego, Las
Vegas and Phoenix. The strong
seismic activity caused minor
damage to the immediate cities
of Mexicali and Tijuana, as well
as the border towns of Calexico
and El Centra. Two deaths were
recorded in northern Mexico.
The U.S. Geological Survey
determined the epicenter at ap
proximately 110 miles southeast
of Tijuana (approximately 130
miles from USD) with a depth
of 6.2 miles. The initial shock at
3:40 p.m. on Easter Sunday was
subsequently followed by several
trigger-earthquakes
measuring
above 5.0 magnitude affecting
different regional faults through
out Sunday night and Monday
morning.
Damage caused by the
quakes
includes
structural
damage to local businesses in
the Calexico and Mexicali area,
resulting in the condemnation of
entire city blocks near the border.
The buildings blocked off were

built in the 1930s and '40s before
strict building codes were made
law in California.
Massive blackouts on both
sides of the border occurred,
leaving hundreds of thousands
without electricity. Homes and
apartment buildings also received
battering, from broken glass
to cracked walls and damaged
foundations. Cities as far as Palm
Desert witnessed fallen merchan
dise from store shelves and fallen
advertisements. In San Diego,
reports of damage included
trapped elevators, broken glass,
water leaks and minor property
damage. San Diego's Lindbergh
Field and some downtown hotels
were evacuated until inspectors
could assess if the buildings were
structurally sound.
Baja California Governor,
Jose Guadalupe Osuna Milan,
reported that over 230 people
were injured in the state, most
injuries caused from fallen debris
and widespread panic. Director
of State Civil Protection for Baja
California, Alfredo Escobedo,
reported the death of a man due
a house collapse outside the
See QUAKE, page 4

Speaker shares his high
hopes to rebuild Africa
LINDSAY PRICE
STAFF WRITER

Cannibalism, beheading, mu
tilation and vicious rapes are some
of the atrocious actions that took
place during the vicious Liberian
War. From 1989 to 2003, Liberia
was under siege by a rebel army
leaving 270,000 people killed and
one million displaced. Given the
horrendous living conditions, it
is remarkable that a young Li
berian man could begin a microenterprise initiative in Liberia,
graduate from MIT and become
the director of Rebuild Africa.
Bill Massaquoi accomplished
the impossible.
On April 29, Massaquoi
spoke at the Joan B. Kroc Insti
tute for Peace and Justice about
his life experience during the
Liberian war. His lecture was
titled, "My Story and My Dream
of Rebuilding Africa."
Massaquoi quietly began
his speech, "For anyone who
lived through that conflict, it is
impossible to describe." Mas
saquoi was born in Lofa country,
one of the 16 Gbandi indigenous
groups in Liberia. His father had
eight wives and he was one of 24
children, which he condoned as
"typical of the culture." He elabo
rated on how there was always,
"a lot of hunger growing up. We
often had to eat out of the street."

He described the desperate con
ditions of the "hunger season,"
which took place from May to
October because there was little
to no harvest.
Despite the poverty, Massa
quoi always strived for a greater
education to escape the poor con
ditions.
To pursue his burning pas
sion for education, he would
walk nine miles everyday to get
to school in the neighboring vil
lage. He described how it would
sometimes take him four hours
to get to school, and when it was
raining he would place his text
books behind his back to prevent
the already tattered books from
becoming more damaged. Given
the impoverished conditions of
Liberia, he describes a climate of
little ambition: "It's solely about
how to survive on a daily basis."
Massaquoi's mother strug
gled with alcoholism, and he was
constantly taunted for being an
outsider of the village. As an at
tempt to make his mother happy,
he decided,"I will make a farm for
my mother so she will be proud of
me." He said, "I learned a lot that
summer building the farm My
mother was so happy and proud
of me." Building the farm, Mas
saquoi realized his potential and
decided that he needed to flee the
See AFRICA, page 3

COURTESY JEN BRIGGS
Relay for Life participants worked to recruit members outside of the UC last month.

Students to walk for cancer research
URSZULA MILEWICZ
STAFF WRITER

Jasmine LeFever, a first year
graduate student and Residence
Hall Association Advisor, has
worked hard this year to bring
Relay for Life to campus. LeFe
ver lost her mother to cancer and
understands the difficulties and
obstacles that face those who are
dealing with the disease.
"I participated in Relay for
Life at UC Santa Barbara and it
really helped me cope with my
situation," LeFever said. "Relay

was an educational, fun and heal
ing event for me. When I came
to USD and discovered that we
do not do the event here, I knew
I wanted to bring the amazing
event to our community."
Relay for Life is a fundraising
event from the American Cancer
Foundation that has been around
since 1985. It captures the partici
pation of thousands of students
throughout schools in California
and all across the country. During
this 24-hour event, participating
groups are encouraged to have at
least one member of their team
walking the track at all times.

LeFever has been supported
by the Residence Hall Association
executive board as well as nu
merous individuals from around
campus that either share her story
or simply support her cause and
want to help to bring this event
to USD's campus. Junior Tom
Roth supports the event, and has
been involved with Relay for Life
since high school. "I was very ex
cited to hear that USD was getting
one here," Roth said. "It's a good
thing to be involved with because
almost everyone has been affected
See RESEARCH, page 2
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ANNE SLAGILL
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Word of the Week:

"Breakwork"
Church, family and food
are all 1 want to think about over
Easter break. Unfortunately,
my plans are often hindered by
mountains of homework.
Let's think about the typi
cal events crammed into a USD
student's Easter vacation. De
pending on his or her particular
faith traditions, plans could
potentially include a great deal
of religious celebration. Catho
lics often attend mass on Holy
Thursday and Good Friday.
Confirmations and adult bap
tisms take place at the Easter
Vigil service on Saturday night,
and of course Easter is a big
day for all Christians.
In many cases, celebra
tions that take place with both
immediate and extended family
include food, socializing and
fun. There's the Easter egg hunt
for kids, big dinners, basket ex
changes and all sorts of special
family time that should be rec
ognized and respected by the
university.
I can completely under
stand the need for professors to
assign large amounts of work
over school breaks. For one
thing, breaks tend to fall at op
portune times in the semester
for catching up. It's a good time
to get in those assignments that
may have fallen by the way
side. And I can totally pull off
three essays and a novel over a
week-long break. So why not
assign more?
But Easter break, espe
cially in its current form, is
simply too short for the amount
of homework we receive. It's
bad enough that Christianity's
most important holiday has
been recognized by a Catholic
university with nothing more
than a glorified long weekend,
but to add insult to injury, our
professors seem to think we've
got a whole lot of time to sit
around using our brains. Even
the faculty should know it's
hard to think when there are
egg hunts, chocolate bunnies
and scalloped potatoes for the
taking!
Now, I know our profes
sors are kind, caring, reason
able people. They've got
families, traditions and fun to
attend to just the same as all of
us. And I know they are more
than willing to listen to a good
argument. So let's tell them.
I challenge every USD stu
dent who stmggled to complete
excessive amounts of work this
break to go ahead and mention
it to a professor. Let them know
about the plans and travel that
you crammed into your tiny
little Easter break and explain
why the work assigned seemed
unreasonable.
1 for one spent every
minute of two cross-country
airplane rides on schoolwork
and still didn't finish every
thing that had been assigned.
It seemed like a lot to do-over
a holiday. And I'll be honest, I
would have appreciated a full
week without classes in cel
ebration of Easter.

1968 Martin Luther King

1614 Pocahontas, daughter

1830 Joseph Smith,

Jr. is fatally shot while
standing on the balcony of
his room at the Lorraine
Motel in Tennessee.

of the chief of the Powhatan
Indian confederacy, mar
ries English tobacco planter
John Rolfe in Virginia.

founder of the Mormon re
ligion, organizes the Church
of Christ during a meeting
with a group of believers.

1994 Rwandan forces kill
10 Belgian officers to dis
courage international inter
vention in the genocide that
began only hours earlier.

1994 Rock star Kurt

1959 NASA introduces

1953 "The House of Wax"

1977 President Jimmy

Cobain is found dead in his
home outside Seattle, Wash,
with a fatal gunshot to the
head.

America's first seven astro
nauts to the press, who go
on to pilot America's first
manned space program.

becomes the first movie
from a major motion-picture
studio to be shot in 3D.

Carter, and first lady Rosalynn Carter, host local chil
dren at the traditional White
House "Easter egg roll."
Source: History.com

Relay for Life promises new Torero tradition
Teams to participate in a 24-hour-long walk held at USD's Valley Field

JEN BRIGGS/YOUTH PROGRAMS MANAGER

Students worked to organize teams for the relay.

RESEARCH, continued
in some way by cancer."
Rachel Weingart, a sophomore at USD, believes in the

cause because her uncle and her
boyfriend's mom are both fighting
cancer.
"I want to help fight the battle
against cancer in any way that I

can," Weingart said. "It's impor
tant to raise awareness for the
cause, and a college campus is just
the place to do it. Most students
here at USD are very fortunate
and we often times get wrapped
up in the everyday business of
college, but it is important for us
to give back our time and support
for others."
According to four-year relay
participant Kristen Carver, "It is
an event like this that truly has
the ability to bring a community
together in a meaningful way that
is different from other events."
Relay for Life will be held at
the Valley Field beginning May
1 at 10 a.m. and participants wiil
continue to walk around the track
until 10 a.m. the next morning.
Funding from donations goes
toward cancer research and patient
services.
According to the RHA Execu
tive Board, "We hope that our ef
forts planning Relay for Life this
year will result in making Relay
for Life a Torero tradition for

years to come."
The relay began when Dr.
Gordy Klatt, a colorectal surgeon
in Tacoma, Wash, ran and walked
around a track for 24 hours to
raise money for the American
Cancer Society. Since then, Relay
has grown from a single man's
passion to fight cancer into the
world's largest movement to end
the disease.
Each year, more than 3.5 mil
lion people in 5,000 communities
in the United States, along with
additional communities in 20 other
countries, gather to take part in
this global phenomenon and raise
much-needed funds and aware
ness for cancer patients. Thanks to
the efforts of Relay participants,
the American Cancer Society con
tinues to save lives and promote
awareness.
To form a team, participate
as a survivor, or volunteer at the
event, please email jlefever@
sandiego.edu. For more informa
tion about Relay for Life, please
visit relay.org/usdca.

NEWS IN BRIEF
NHTSA seeks $16.4 million fine
against Toyota
The Department of Transpor
tation's National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration is seeking
the maximum fine of $16.4 mil
lion against Toyota Motor Corp
for failing to notify the agency of
a pedal defect in its cars for over
four months.
Federal regulations dictate
that automakers inform the agency
within five days of identifying a
safety defect. NHTSA obtained
documents from Toyota that indi
cated the company knew of "sticky
gas pedal" problems since at least
September 2009, the agency stated
in a press release.
"We now have proof that
Toyota failed to live up to its legal
obligations," said Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood.
"Worse yet, they knowingly
hid a dangerous defect for months
from U.S. officials and did not
take action to protect millions
of drivers and their families. For
those reasons, we are seeking the
maximum penalty possible under
current laws."
NHTSA is still investigating

to determine whether Toyota com
mitted any additional violations
that might call for further penal
ties, the agency said. Due to fed
eral regulations, $16.4 million is
the largest fine an automaker can
receive for a single violation. The
biggest fine that's ever been im
posed was $1 million taken from
General Motors in 2004 for failing
to properly deal with a windshield
wiper issue.
Mine blast kills at least 25
A blast at a Massey Energy
Co. mine in Montcoal, W.Va.
killed at least 25 miners and left
four others unaccounted for, of
ficials said.
The explosion erupted outside
the underground Upper Big Branch
Mine on Monday, the energy com
pany stated. The explosion appar
ently occurred during an afternoon
shift change.
At least 20 ambulances and
three helicopters were sent from
surrounding counties, and the
state medical examiner was sent to
the scene as well, stated Michael
Mayhorn, emergency dispatcher
for Boone County. Don Blanken-

ship, chief executive officer of
Massey Energy Co., stated that the
company is "working diligently
on rescue efforts."
"Our prayers go out to the
families of the miners," he said.
"We want to assure the families
of all the miners we are taking
every action possible to locate and
rescue those still missing."
The explosion happened at
about 4:30 p.m., and the cause was
not immediately known. Methane
gas has been blamed in several
mining accidents in recent years.
However, West Virginia Gov.
Joe Manchin said spring is an
unusual time of year to see such
explosions, since they usually
occur during the winter months
as a result of barometric pressure
changes inside mines.
President Obama offered his
condolences and federal govern
ment assistance in rescue efforts.
Massey Energy Co. is based in
Richmond, Va., and has mines in
Virginia, Kentucky and West Vir
ginia.
Father of deceased Marine must
pay court costs for pickcters

The father of a Maryland
Marine who died in Iraq and whose
funeral was picketed by anti-gay
protesters has been ordered to pay
the protestor's appeal costs, ac
cording to the man's lawyers.
Albert Snyder's lawyers also
stated that he is struggling to come
up with the money.
Protestors from the Westboro Baptist Church held signs
with statements like "America is
Doomed," "God Hates the USA/
Thank God for 9/11" and "Priests
Rape Boys" outside of the West
minster funeral for Marine Lance
Cpl. Snyder.
The group has picketed other
funerals in order to spread their
belief that U.S. deaths in the Iraq
war are God's punishment for the
country's tolerance of homosexu
ality.
A Baltimore jury awarded
Snyder damages for emotional
distress and invasion of privacy,
but a federal appeals court has
thrown out that verdict. A case in
the fall will be argued to decide if
the First Amendment protects the
protestors' signs.
Source: CNN.com
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Mar. 25
Location: ALCALA VISTAS AREA
At 8 a.m. Public Safety received a
report of an attempted burglary. An un
known individual had used a sharp pointed
object to damage a laundry card machine
and the wall surrounding it. The card ma
chine was still intact, and no money was
reported missing.

Mar. 26

Mar. 30

Mar. 28

Location: MISSION PARKING STR

Location: CUYAMACA HALL
At 2:51 p.m. Public Safety received a
theft report. Upon investigation, a student
had secured his bicycle on March 26 at ap
proximately 7 p.m. The student noticed his
bike seat missing on March 27 at 8:30 a.m.

Mar. 29

Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER

Location: SAN LUIS HALL
At 2:13 p.m. Public Safety received a
report of a cracked window. A Community
Director noticed what appeared to be a BB
pellet hole in a window with a large crack
around it. A resident indicated that he had
observed the damage in September of 2009,
but did not report it. General Services was
contacted to replace the window.

REPORT

At 1:58 p.m. Public Safety received a
report of an alleged battery between an
unknown individual and a USD employee.
Upon investigation, Public Safety was able
to determine the identity of the individual
involved in the alleged battery. This indi
vidual was determined not to be affiliated
with USD and has been advised that he is
not permitted on campus.

At 11:39 a.m. Public Safety received a
report of a hit and run. An unknown individ
ual had struck a visitor's car, causing minor
damage to the rear passenger side bumper.

Mar. 30

Location: TORERO WAY TRAFFIC CIR
At 3:55 p.m. Public Safety observed
an individual skateboarding. The individual
was cited for violating the university skate
boarding policy, and for furnishing false
information.

Apr. 2
Location: ALCALA VISTAS N LOT
At 12:20 p.m. a Public Safety officer
observed an individual run a stop sign. The

driver was a resident student found to be in
possession of an illegal drug. SDPD was
contacted and arrested the student for being
in possession.

Apr. 2

Location: ALCALA VISTAS W LOT
At 12:20 p.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of vandalism involving multiple
vehicles. Unknown individual(s) had bent
several license plates, shattered a side-view
mirror and had defecated in the front seat
of one student's vehicle that had been left
unsecured. Public Safety was able to locate
evidence and surveillance video footage that
led to the contact of five students, three of
whom confessed to the damages. All five
students were cited for underage drinking
and possession of stolen property. Three
students received additional citations for the
various vandalism charges.

Bestselling economics writer to offer perspective on market crisis

JOSH COHEN
STAFF WRITFR

New York Times bestselling
author Thomas E. Woods Jr. will
speak at USD on April 20 at the
Hahn University Center.
USD Young Americans for
Liberty and The Federalist Soci
ety, a law student organization, in
vited Woods to talk about his book
"Meltdown: A Free-Market Look
at Why the Stock Market Col
lapsed, the Economy Tanked, and
Government Bailouts Will Make
Things Worse." The clubs hope
that the lecture will shed light on
the jumbled facts surrounding the
current economic crisis. The event

is free and open to the public.
"Meltdown," which spent 10
weeks on the New York Times
bestseller list and will be the focus
of Woods' discussion, has been
widely hailed as the free market
answer to the economic crisis.
Thomas E. Woods, Jr., is
currently a senior fellow at the
Ludwig von Mises Institute. He
holds a bachelor's degree in his
tory from Harvard and a master's,
M.Phil, and Ph.D. from Columtya
University. He is the author of
nine books, including two New
York Times bestsellers. Woods
has appeared on numerous televi
sion and news programs and has
been a guest on hundreds of radio

programs.
Woods will offer his free
market perspective on what led
up to this economic crisis, who is
ultimately to blame and why gov
ernment bailouts are destined to
fail. In his upcoming appearance
at USD, Woods plans to reveal
some of the "brave" economists
that predicted the economic fallout
and why nobody listened to their
warnings, the real cause of the col
lapse, why the Fed should have to
answer for the current crisis and
suggestions of what we should do
to put our economy on a path to
recovery.
USD professor Dr. Matt Zwolinski is a specialist in political

philosophy and business ethics. He
serves as adviser to USD Young
Americans for Liberty and looks
forward to the Woods event.
"Most people believe that
the financial
crisis represents a
failure of free markets, and that
the solution to our problems lie in
increased government oversight
and regulation," Zwolinski said.
"Woods thinks that this is the
wrong diagnosis and the wrong
prescription."
According
to
Zwolinski,
Woods' argument draws heav
ily on the insights of the Austrian
School of Economics, especially
the Austrian Theory of the Busi
ness Cycle developed by Ludwig

von Mises and Friedrich Hayek,
yet their views are still poorly un
derstood among broader culture.
"Woods does a better job of
clearly explaining the essence of
Hayek's thought than just about
anyone else I've seen," Zwolinski
said. "So this is an exciting chance
for students to learn an approach
to economics that they're prob
ably not going to get in their class
rooms."
In light of recently proposed
economic regulations by the new
Obama administration, Woods
argues that the only way to rebuild
our once strong economy is to
avoid regulation and let the free
market do Its work.

Liberian man finds success amidst impossible odds

AFRICA, continued

unambitious countryside of Lofa
in pursuit of a greater education in
the big city of Monrovia.
Upon arriving to Monrovia,
he struggled to find food and shel
ter and had no money to enroll in
school. For two weeks, he sat out
side of the high school everyday to
watch the students. Eventually, the
registrar of the school addressed
Massaquoi and enrolled him in
school free of charge.
"The schools were extremely
over-packed," Massaquoi said.
"A classroom meant for 25 would
have 70 students, many of which,
including me, would stand in the
back without a seat."
A professor took notice of
Massaquoi's ambition, partici
pation and natural capability of
learning. Massaquoi comically
described a story in which the pro
fessor called out Massaquoi for
being the only one participating,
and forced a student to give up a
seat for him to sit in, "and that's
how I got a seat in class," Massa
quoi said.
He became notorious for his
smarts with his new reputation
as the "young mathematician."
Because he still had no money,

THE VISTA
Editorial
Business

shelter or food, he started to tutor
his fellow students in return for a
meal or a temporary stay at their
house.
Upon graduating high school,
he was accepted into a university
in Monrovia where he studied eco
nomics. However, Liberia began to
fall apart with the beginning of the
Liberian war in 1989. He decided
that it would be more important to
return to Lofa to accompany his
family during these frightening
times, so he left school.
Massaquoi walked for three
weeks straight from Monrovia
to the very northern countryside
of Lofa. He vividly described his
numerous brushes with death as
he passed the checkpoints with the
rebel soldiers, one of which was
credited as "the worst checkpoint,"
where he was nearly murdered.
He described making the mis
take of saying "thank you" to the
rebel soldier as he passed through.
The soldier began to heckle him
for saying thank you and put the
AK47 to Massaquoi's head and
pulled the trigger. The gun didn't
fire a bullet and Massaquoi mi
raculously escaped death.
"I was so afraid," he said. "I
could not believe that I almost lost
my life for saying thank you."

Upon returning to Lofa, he
was overwhelmed with a feeling
of hopelessness for his Liberian
people. He experienced horren
dous things. "They would come
into our camp and behead some
one in front of all of us," he said.
With great remorse, he de
scribed how boys and girls under
15-years-old were recruited to join
the rebel army and forced to per
form these terrible acts.
One day, Massaquoi entered
a building that was practically
rubble from the destruction. He
sifted through various magazines
and came across a microfinance
article by John Hatch. Massaquoi
was inspired by the article to start
a program to help Liberians with
housing, medical aide and water.
The micro-enterprise company
that he formed was called, LEAP.
Over time, it grew exponen
tially and gained a lot of recogni
tion. However, Massaquoi could
not forget his dream of an Ivy
League education in the United
States. He described his immense
pleasure when divulging an MIT
pamphlet, and how he thrived
to be a student. "I used to read
through top school brochures as
inspiration," he said.
Upon recognition for his hard
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Massaquoi spoke on his life goal to rebuild Africa.
work and ambition, he received
the Fullbright Scholarship to MIT.
After graduating, he was torn be
tween a high paying job offer in
the U.S., or returning to Liberia to
help his people, "I felt I needed to
go back home," he said "I always
wanted to make a difference."
He said the most important
thing he learned at MIT was,
"how to think about problems and
devise your own solution." He
thought about the lack of ambition

The Vista publication is written and
edited by USD students and funded by
revenues" generated by advertising and a
student fee. Advertising material published
is for information purposes only and is not
to be construed as an expressed! or implied
endorsement or verification of such com
mercial venues by the staff or University.
The Vista office is located on the fourth
floor of the Student Life Pavilion in room
403B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110

and desperate conditions of Libe
ria, and devised numerous things
that he "always thought needed to
happen."
Such things included food,
security, housing, wealth creation,
education, leadership training,
medical relief and emotional and
spiritual healing - all of which led
to developing his program. Re
build Africa. For more information
about the Rebuild Africa initiative
visit rebuildafrica.org.

The first copies of the newspaper
are complimentary, all copies thereafter
are 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in this publica
tion are not necessarily those of The Vista
staff, the University of San Diego or of its
student body.
* .
Letters to the Editor can be submit
ted to The Vista office. Letters should
be limited to 300 words and must be
signed. For identification purposes, USD
identification numbers and writer's year
must be included in the letter. The Vista
reserves the right to edit published letters.
Any content sent to the editor will be con
sidered for publication unless otherwise
stated.
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Easter earthquake causes concern in San Diego community

QUAKE, continued

city of Mexicali and another when a man
panicked as the ground shook, ran out to
the street and was struck by an oncoming
vehicle.
Fire Departments from Tijuana and
Rosarito sent additional units to Mexicali to
aid in extinguishing fires that broke out as a
result of broken gas and propane lines.
The Easter Sunday quake has served
as a reminder for Southern Californians to
properly prepare for such events that can
potentially strike the San Andreas fault.

which runs directly through San Diego.
In an interview Monday morning with
San Diego's KPBS, SDSU Professor Emer
itus of Geology Pat Abbott and Ron Lane,
director of the San Diego County Office of
Emergency Services recommended earth
quake preparedness tips.
Both agree that in the case of an earth
quake, people should only evacuate a build
ing unless they feel it is not safe to remain
inside. Both stress that due to the strict
building codes in the U.S., people are better
off "hunkering down" under a heavy and
sturdy table or desk rather than panic and

run out during the quake. "The real danger
is things falling on you," said Abbott, refer
ring to objects such as ceiling fans, shelves
or broken glass, which are more likely to
fall on a person if they are running around
during the shaking.
Ron Lane explains, "One way to avoid
panic is preparation." People should take the
places they spend most time in and visualize
them during a seismic event and determine
whether those places are safe, taking into
consideration ceiling fixtures, windows and
gas-powered appliances.
The earthquake on Sunday was the

largest to affect Northern Mexico and San
Diego County in decades. According to
FEMA records, it was also significantly
stronger than the 6.7-magnitude quake that
hit Northridge, Callif. in 1994, killing over
60 people, injuring over 5,000 and leaving
more than 25,000 homeless. The quake that
hit Haiti this past January scaled at 7.0 and
has resulted in more than 200,000 deaths so
far, stressing the importance of strict build
ing codes worldwide.
For more preparation tips, visit sandiego.edu/alert and ready.gov for tips on
emergency kits for your home.

Student testimonials reveal Toreros' experiences with the quake
:
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I live in the UTAs. It was
really weird being there for the
earthquake because 1 felt like I was
the only one in the whole complex.
I didn't hear anything, and didn't
even realize it was an earthquake
until I saw the clothes in my closet
swaying and heard a bunch of stuff
falling in my shower. Eve been
through earthquakes before so the
little ones don't scare me, but this
was enough to make me get up and
brace myself in the door frame. I
felt kind of stupid doing it, but 1 was
scared because all of my friends
were home for Easter break, and
with the whole thing that happened
recently in Haiti I didn't know what
would happen.
- Bernadette Smith, Junior

_

I had just stepped off a sailboat when I felt the boards of the dock start to
shake. At first it seemed normal, but then the dock started to vibrate faster. My
first thought was, "Did a boat just run into the dock?" I looked around and then
the shaking suddenly stopped. Everyone else was still on the boat and didn't feel
anything, so I was really confused. I used the Internet on my phone to see if
anyone else had felt the shaking and a lot my friends' statuses' on Facebook had
been updated with posts about the Easter earthquake.
- Mary Beth Barker, Senior

When the earthquake occurred 1 just arrived at my boyfriend's house to cel
ebrate Easter with his family after spending the morning celebrating Greek Easter
with my relatives. I was standing in their kitchen and before I could even realize
that everything in the house was shaking, my boyfriend yelled out "Earthquake!"
I thought he was playing an April Fool's joke on all of us because it seemed
unreal. I've lived in California my whole life and never experienced an Earth
quake like that during the day time, which is why it caught me off guard. We felt
aftershocks over the next few hours.
- Irene Seelig, Senior

I was in my house at Mission Beach when I started to feel the shakes. I'm from Connecticut, so I truly had no idea what
was going on. Was the world ending? Was my old, broken down beach house finally collapsing? Was God punishing me for
not visiting my family on Easter? I called my boyfriend, a true Californian, to tell him how traumatized I was. His response?
I was just being dramatic and earthquakes were a great way to keep tourists out of California. - Lora Sforza, Senior

JULIAN ANTHONY
MANAGING FDITOR

What Grinds
My Gears:
"Laziness"
You know what really grinds my gears?
Laziness.
I'm sitting here right now, on deadline,
writing this column. Why? Because I am
lazy. That is a simple truth of my life and
personality. It is a huge release and showing
of vulnerability on my part to share this with
all of you, seeing as this is a trait I am very
ashamed of. Along with my nailbiting, fouryear-old boy handwriting and messiness.
And procrastination, probably my worst
habit of all- but that goes hand in hand with
my laziness.
Now that you know everything I hate
about myself, we can have some real dia
logue. Avid readers may recall when I wrote
that "running" and my pursuit of a healthier
lifestyle was grinding my gears. You know
what grinds my gears even more? The fact
that half the time it is a struggle for me to
get my rapidly expanding butt off the couch
to go to my regularly scheduled intervals
of jogs, swims and booty-shaking dance
classes, even though I know I will feel in
finitely better as soon as I just sweat it out
for an hour or so, but 1 play cyclical mind
games with myself to find reasons to con
tinue watching four hours of "House" while
simultaneously exploring stumbleupon.
com. Why?!
I drive myself nuts with my severe

laziness and wish I was born with that
innate sense that without the feel of the
wind on my face as I run, or the burn in
my thighs after hundreds of squats, a day
is not complete. Instead, it will always be
a push for me, and I will constantly have
to remind myself to continue forming good
habits. I have no one to blame for this lack
of willpower and sloth-like behavior other
than myself, and that just makes me dislike
myself even more.
This lazy behavior has affected other
parts of my life as well, such as school as
signments throughout my entire life. I am
constantly faced, probably weekly, with the
sad reality that had 1 only done something
sooner, I wouldn't be in the unfortunate
predicament I am in that moment. When I
decided to apply to grad schools, 1 made the
mental decision to finish my applications in
an orderly fashion and do anything in my
power to not wait until the last minute, es
pecially seeing as so many school's applica
tions were due on the same day. I am proud
to say that I achieved this goal with flying
colors, submitting quality applications in a
timely manner, and only sending in two on
the last possible due date.
I truly hope that the older and possi
bly more mature I become, the more power
I will have against my own laziness, but
procrastinators know that this is a lifelong
battle.

Send what is currently
grinding your gears or
your burning questions
to Jilla at janthony@
usdvista.com

Want to be the
next Jilla? Email
aslagill@usdvista.
com

I have never experienced an
earthquake, so at first I thought
1 was somehow drunk or sick or
something. Then, I realized the
whole house was shaking. The only
thought going through my head was
to get under a school desk like 1 had
been taught my whole life. But 1 was
at home, so I ran outside and shouted
to my neighbor. We held each other
until it was over and laughed about
how ridiculous we were being.
- Rachel Horgan, Junior

I sleep in the top bunk and when
I went to bed, and I was quite ner
vous about being woken up by an
aftershock. My fears were confirmed
because in the middle of the night an
aftershock woke me up. I hung on
to the edges of my bed waiting for
the smaller quake to stop! Ha! I was
so freaked out, but at least there was
nothing that could fall on me because
I was so high up.
- Helen Fowler, Junior
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"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" under review
Congressional leaders are right to consider bringing equality to the military

Ave Gomez
The
heterodox,
nearly
heresiarchical,
metropolitan
archbishop of Los Angeles is
finally reaching the end of his
horrid reign. Come next Febru
ary, Roger Cardinal Mahony will
be forced to retire his see on his
75th birthday, in accordance with
the canonical reforms of Pope
Paul VI. Mahony, a native of
Hollywood, has been leader of
the Catholic Church in Southern
California since he was appointed
to the archdiocese of Los Angeles
in 1985.
Since that time, the Catholic
Church has been in continual de
cline in our region and the effects
of his disastrous regime have
been felt in the suffragan dioces
es of Los Angeles, including San
Diego. Mahony has had his fair
share of controversy, especially in
his political involvement and out
spoken, even aggressive, defense
of illegal immigration. Under
his leadership, priestly vocations
have plummeted and teachers
who challenge the teachings of
the Church have been allowed
to continue at St. John's Major
Seminary and throughout archdiocesean educational institutions,
including parish catechetical pro
grams. This continued tolerance,
even endorsement, of teachings
contrary to the Magisterium of
the Church is celebrated every
year at the Los Angeles Religious
Education Congress.
Most significantly, though,
Mahony has been found com
plied: in the reassigning of cler
ics accused of child molestation,
including his immediate subordi
nates while Bishop of Stockton,
and during his term as ordinary
of Los Angeles. As a result of his
disgusting mismanagement of the
Church and Her flock, most espe
cially Her priests, not only have
the faithful been scandalized, but
they've also been forced to aid in
paying out more than $660 mil
lion in legal settlements. That's
money that could have gone
to help subsidize education for
countless needy Catholics.
But, there is some good news
on the horizon. The Holy Father
has named Jose Gomez, the Arch
bishop of San Antonio, as the
new coadjutor of Los Angeles.
This position entitles him to auto
matic succession after Mahony's
retirement. Gomez, a member of
the oft-criticized Opus Dei, is a
strong conservative and defender
of Catholic orthodoxy.
One of only 22 Opus Dei
bishops, Gomez is also set to be
the first Latino prelate of Los
Angeles, a territory that is 70
percent Hispanic. And the red hat
is sure to come shortly after his
accession.
A native Mexican who stud
ied in Spain, Gomez is a noted
proponent of evangelization, and
is greatly needed in the American
Catholic Church. Praised for his
efforts to undo ridiculous Mahonyesque liberalism, Gomez is yet
another sign of the reforms being
undertaken by the Holy Father
in purging the Church of the
elements of harmful dissent and
allowing for a renaissance of true
faith and Catholic life.

ELLIE FAULKNER
STAFF WRITFR

Air Force Sergeant Jene
Newsome of Rapid City, S.D.
was honorably discharged from
the military under the "Don't Ask,
Don't Tell" policy after the Rapid
City Police Department revealed
her homosexuality to military of
ficials. The police had been called
to Newsome's apartment to arrest
her partner, who was wanted on
charges in Fairbanks, Alaska.
At the time, Newsome was
working at nearby Ellsworth Air
Force Base. She refused to return
home and help police find her
partner. Meanwhile, according to
Police Chief Steve Allender, of
ficers at the scene spotted a mar
riage license through the kitchen
window of the apartment. Appar
ently, Newsome and her partner
were married in Iowa, where gay
marriage is legal.
The police claim that the
information on the marriage li
cense was applicable to the arrest tell. Ultimately, the current military
because it showed the relationship policy toward homosexuals in the
and residency of the two women. service is outdated. People should
Newsome, with the help of Amer be able to serve in the military
ican Civil Liberties Union, is now regardless of their sexual orienta
suing the Rapid City Police De tion.
partment for violating her privacy
The relevancy of this inci
by revealing her sexual orienta dent cannot be understated. Right
tion to the military.
now the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell"
Newsome, who was an policy is under Congressional
aircraft armament system crafts review. President Obama has said
man, spent nine years in the Air that the policy unfairly punishes
patriots who want to serve their
Force. It isn't fair that she should
lose her job because some South country. It unjustly forces homo
Dakota police department decided sexual servicemen and women to
to reveal intimate information of compromise their integrity at their
her private life to the military. She place of work. Defense Secretary
certainly wasn't asked, and didn't Robert Gates agrees that the policy
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is unfair and has begun a yearlong
study that will look into minimiz
ing the impact of lifting the ban.
Military leaders with differing
views on the matter have and will
testify before Congress while the
policy is under review. An act of
Congress is required to lift the 1993
ban set forth during the Clinton ad
ministration. A yearlong study and
many sessions in Congress sounds
like a slow process, but we should
support the discussion. Such prog
ress is necessary in the movement
towards greater equality.
It is also true, however, as many
opponents of lifiting the ban claim,
that the military is a unique institu

tion. It isn't the typical workplace.
Individual needs are subordinate
to those of the greater whole. And
the tradition of the military is very
masculine. Opponents argue that
a homosexual's personal feelings
of integrity may be subordinate to
that of the military's need for tradi
tion and order. In contrast, I believe
that someone's sexual orientation
should not bar them from serving
their country. Indeed, the culture
of the military will be benefited by
a greater level of honesty amongst
service members.
General David Petraeus, who
oversees the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq as head of U.S. Central
Command, has said that he sup
ports cautiously lifting the ban.
He's admitted that he's not sure if
his troops care whether or not they
serve alongside gays and lesbians.
He also admitted to having served
with gays and lesbians. Ultimately,
he argued, contemporary military
culture cares more about skills
than sexual orientation. Petraeus
is right. Whether someone can
perform the task assigned to them,
rather than who someone chooses
to love, is more important for mili
tary success.
In the end, the debate in Con
gress over "Don't Ask, Don't Tell"
is one of the biggest potential re
versals in military personnel policy
since the 1948 executive order for
racial integration. It is as much
a landmark as that step towards
greater equality. Integration of
people of all sexual orientations is
long overdue.
We can only hope that Jene
Newsome's case will shed light on
the importance of this issue.

Shame on Belgium for being first to ban burqa
MARISA DODGE

STAFF WRITER

"Miss Marisa Dodge, as of
today, you are no longer permit
ted to wear Miu Miu flats. This
you must abide by. They are of
ficially banned in our country,
the United States of America, by
law. Wearing these in public is
now strictly prohibited and any
violation of this will result in
prosecution."
I woke up, shooting straight
up, breathing heavily and thank
fully feeling the pinch on my
arm. It was all just a dream.
Lying awake in the dark, I pon
dered what could have caused
this absurdly twisted and horrid
nightmare.
Suddenly, the answer en
tered my mind. This was all
caused by the recent European
condemnation of another thing
Islamic: Belgium's banning of
the burqa.
Being the first
European
country to officially ban the
burqa, Belgium, with its parlia
mentary committee, agreed to
outlaw the wearing of face-cov
ering veils in public. Although
this proposition forbids, "cloth
ing that covers all or most of
the face," which is not directly
specific toward the burqa, no
one doubts what the restriction
is aimed at — no more burqas in
Belgium.
All five parties in the ruling
coalition government support
the proposal. The full parlia

ment will vote on the ban later
this month. By early June, it may
become a full fledged law. Under
the proposed ban, women wear
ing a veil in public will be subject
to a fine or face a week in prison.
Opponents have announced
their intent to appeal their case
to the European Court of Human
Rights. Unfortunately, their argu
ments are not expected to stand.
An estimated "few hundred
women" in Belgium wear facial
veils, but apparently it is a rising
trend. Six percent of Belgians are
Muslim, totaling around 650,000
individuals. While the impact of
the ban will thus affect a small
population, the implications of
this new law will be profound in
surrounding countries with larger
Muslim populations, such as the
Netherlands, Germany and most
especially, France. Clearly, the
liberal stereotype of these West
ern European democracies is now
in question.
Liberals are generally under
stood as open, tolerant, unpreju
diced, open-minded, indulgent
and extremely tolerant. The ban
ning of the burqa is anything but
liberal. Though the ban might be
practical in fighting the growth of
radical Islam in the region, as well
as the common complications in
identifying veiled persons, it also
has unjustified moral aspects, in
cluding restricting the freedom to
practice one's religion.
It may be the case that I'm
nothing but a Material Mon$ter
for fretfully dreaming about our

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Belgian police deal with ban proponents protesting growth of Islam.

country banning designer shoes. wouldn't be risking penalties
Yet, despite this ridiculous dream such as silver sanctions or jail
of mine, Miu Miu flats are a time for dressing how they please
valuable and comparable item and practicing their religion ac
to the burqa. Both represent the cording to their conscience.
I must have been a fool to
expression of values, beliefs and
preferences. These sorts of self- think Belgium a happy place
expression and religious freedom saturated with all its sugary choc
olates. I now hope that America
are being pitifully withdrawn.
One can worship and have 'doesn't get a similar sweet tooth
faith or believe in whichever reli and ban the gracious gifts of free
gion one chooses. If we allow the dom. Belgium's verdict of ban
banning of veils now, what could ning the burqa is a prosecution of
be next?
its people's religious beliefs, as
The banning of the burqa well as a pilfering of their liberty.
threatens essential rights which no
So, the next time you order
one should be able to abridge. A a Double-Double, pray to some
wise man once told me that "there one, or something, that our gra
is no risk in self-expression. It's cious government doesn't decide
yourself." If only Belgium could to forbid, disallow, outlaw, block
be as competent as this wise man, or ban it. We don't want to go the
then thousands of its citizens way of Belgium and the burqa.
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The
'In Between"
Times
KENDRA OSBURN
OPINION GDI IIMNI.GT
The other day, during one of my ha
bitual runs to Trader Joe's, 1 checked my
list and saw "soymilk." 1 meandered past
the hummus and the cheese, stopping to
pick up some mozzarella, of course, and
found myself staring at an older, rather
gray and gangly man who was obscuring
my view of the soymilk.
"No problem," I thought. "Thank
goodness they are sampling green beans
today." I munched on my sample while
still staring at Gray Man's back. He was
picking up every single box and reading
the back of each one.
At this point, you might wonder why
I did not just kindly say "excuse me" and
bump my way to the soymilk. In fact, 1
might have done just that were it not for
the awkward construction of the soymilk
section, which is rather tall and long, too
uncomfortable a space to share, and my
strong and instinctive assumption that
Gray Man was not the kind of person who
would understand such body language.
Either way, I decided that I would
continue with my list. I migrated to
wards the juice section and and grabbed
some Unfiltered Apple. 1 returned to the
soymilk and he was still there. I moved
towards the eggs and picked up some
cage-free medium AAbrowns. I returned;
he was still there.
I started to get irritated, talking to
myself. "What could he be doing?" I ig
nored the voice in my head and wandered
down the nut aisle looking for anything
else I might need before coming back
around to check on my new friend. He
was still there. "Okay pal, let's get a
move on it."
Finally, after another lap around the
cheeses, Gray Man was gone. I turned
from the ever-so-tempting English
Coastal Cheddar, and made a dash for it.
At last, I was alone with the soymilk. But
there were so many kinds: Silk Soymilk
Vanilla, Silk Soymilk Chocolate, Silk
Soymilk Unflavored, Trader Joe's Vanil
la, Trader Joe's Chocolate, Trader Joe's
Unflavored, Trader Joe's EXTRA Vanilla,
Trader Joe's EXTRA Chocolate, Trader
Joe's EXTRA Unflavored. And let's not
forget Almond Milk or RiceDream.
I could not decide. At that moment,
I remembered an online article I had
recently read that claimed excessive vi
tamin A could make your hair fall out.
1 saw that the Silk Soymilk Vanilla was
branded with 'enriched' on its bottom.
I promptly picked up the box, only to
read that it was enriched with vitamin
A. "Eeeeek," 1 thought, "Good thing I
checked!" I picked up Trader Joe's brand
and Trader Joe's EXTRA, only to find
that they too were enriched with vitamin
A.
Disgruntled, I moved to the Almond
Milk. Enriched as well. Then, I tried
RiceDream. No different. Finally, in the
small left corner of the bottom shelf I
found Organic Natural Soymilk. I turned
it over to find that it lived up to its claim
and had no vitamin A. I deposited it into
my basket.
It was at this point that I realized that
I was absolutely no different from the
Gray Man, the Soymilk Man. I too had
monopolized the soymilk with complete
disregard to my fellow soymilk shoppers.
I picked up every box, like him, unknow
ingly irritating the next person to check
their list and see 'soymilk.'
The moral of the story: Don't get
irritated with people when you may be
just as irritating. Accept their humanness,
accept yours, and move forward. And
don't foget to laugh at how ridiculous life
can be.
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Should the NCAA basketball
tournament expand to 96 teams? Is the
Pope Polish?
The answer to both of these ques
tions is, of course, no. We at The Vista
believe the best part of March should
remain an exclusive event. What fun is
it attending the green room at the NFL
Draft if all 600 players were invited to
sit there with their families as well?
Expanding the tournament is
strictly a financial
decision. The
NCAA, as a committee, loves this idea
of expansion because it will allow
them to financially benefit from the
rights fees of CBS or NBC. These
television networks are pushing for the
expansion because they can sell more
ad space and saturate viewers with the
message to consume.
This is especially appealing to ad
vertisers as March Madness draws in a

Ryan Sidhoo, Sports Co-Editor
Ryan Mulvey, Opinion Editor
Ryan Coghill, Arts & Culture Editor

demographic of males between 18 and 35
years old, a demographic that is most ap
pealing to advertisers.
And let's not forget how mid-major in
stitutions would love the idea of a gargan
tuan tournament, as their schools would get
more exposure. This means more students
paying an arm and a leg to attend one of
these places of higher learning just to be a
part of the student body they saw during
tournament time.
Look at the statistics on the increase in
applications after the Toreros improbable
run in 2008. What school doesn't want more
money to fund such educational endeavors
as keeping the grass green on campus?
The problem with expansion is that the
expansion committee is trying to solve a
problem that does not exist. It is a widely
held notion that the current NCAA Tourna
ment is the best in all of sports.
Expansion to 96 teams would only

Anne Slagill, News Editor
Morgan Payne, Sports Co-Editor
Maggie Klos, Feature Editor

dilute the competition. Nobody wants
to see a first-round match up between
Arkansas Pine Bluff and the Univer
sity of North Dakota.
With more teams possibly in the
field, it leaves even more room for
complaining for those who were left
on the outside looking in. Instead of
a half dozen worthy teams left out of
the tournament each year, expansion
would open the door to two dozen or
more teams citing why their resumes
are more credible than others'.
Outside of more revenue for cor
porate America, there is little to like
about possible expansion. Tinkering
with an already near-perfect system is
dangerous and irresponsible.
The current 65-team system has
morphed into the paramount postsea
son method to derive a champion.
Why mess with perfection?

Cosmopolitan article condones cheating
JULIE CEPEDA
G11FST WRITFR

Cosmopolitan. Many young women
are familiar with its glossy, glamorous
pages sprawled with fashion and sex tips.
I was an avid reader of this empowering
magazine, with it's 'go-get-'em' attitude
and witty words of advice. After a recent
article, however, I doubt this magazine's
presence will be gracing my coffee table
in the near future.
Last February, Cosmopolitan ran an
article entitled "He Cheated: Do You Take
Him Back or Dump Him?" To summarize
a long, unbelievably ridiculous article,
there are five instances in which cheating
is "okay."
The first instance is before a major
committment. "The reason he cheated
to begin with is that he believes you two
are going to be together for a long time."
I'm sorry, but since when did consenting
to sexual relations with other girls equal
being committed to just one girl? That
sounds a little backwards to me.
But, what if he confesses? "The fact

REALB0LLYW00D.COM

that he's confessing is a huge sign. And a
very good sign. View it as a cry for help." A
cry for help? Really? Boys who cheat only
to apologize and hope for forgiveness don't
need help, but really need a reality check.
Unless he's three years old and unable to
communicate effectively like a real man,
there are other ways to "ask for help."
Of course, it may be that cheating is
simply inevitable. "The guy who's perfect
for you might cheat on you." I'm sorry, but
I don't recall infidelity in any of the great
romance stories. Did Lancelot cheat on Gui
nevere? Did Cyrano betray his Roxanne?
No, I'm pretty sure cheating tendencies fall
under the 'flaws' category when it comes to
judging a guy. I'm pretty sure that if he's
flawed, he's not perfect for you. And why
would you want to be with someone who is
not perfect for you?
Now, he may just have issues. "Their
self-expression is often limited to anger and
sex...he may not want to burden you with
his problems." How Freudian, Cosmo. I'm
sure that even the men reading this article
are insulted by this. I know a lot of intelli
gent, respectable men who are very capable

of dealing with their problems in healthier
ways. If your guy can only express himself
through anger and sex, then you're prob
ably not in for a very healthy relationship.
Communication is key, at least according to
the handouts from the Counseling Center.
But, what if he was drunk? Please. This
is hardly an excuse. My Introduction to
Psychology professor used to tell us that the
things you do when you're drunk aren't nec
essarily things you wouldn't do when sober.
In fact, if he does it once, what's going to
stop him from doing it again? If someone
really cares for you, then that care will run
deeper than sober consciousness.
While the article somewhat redeems
itself by exploring five ways to actually
sack your cheater, such efforts towards total
redemption are hardly enough to repair the
damage done with the five points outlined
above. And to think many women read Cos
mopolitan unquestionably. Ladies, please
be smart. Respect who you are and what
you're worth. The bottom line is this: if he
truly cares about you, he would be open and
honest with you. And a quick note to the
gentlemen: don't be jerks.

CELEBPULP.COM

UMICH.COM

of these women have suffered at the hands of cheating men, yet each has handled her relationship differently.
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"Progressive" as an epithet fails to offer substantial critique
Misuse of other labels, such as Communist and Fascist, are likewise unhelpful and only confuse real debate
ANDRES BARRAZA

STAFF WRITFR

In the past, you may have heard of the
Tea Party Movement and much of the Re
publican base likened to a stubborn child.
Although such a view, as I've previously
expressed, may have been taken far more
literally than intended, those who disagree
with such views can rest assured that this
time, the comparison is sincere. The issue
is childish name calling.
Progressive, socialist, communist,
fascist, anti-American, traitor. These are
just a few examples, along with isolated
incidents of racial and homophobic epi
thets, of the many names given to Presi
dent Obama, Democrats and pretty much
any person who disagrees with the Right.
So, allow me to take this opportunity to il
lustrate the conflicting definitions of these
characterizations and other issues that arise
from them.
When Glenn Beck calls Progressives
the "cancer" of America, he is clearly re
ferring to those who admire the reforms

enacted by Progressives such as Theodore
Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson. He must
be referring to journalists like Upton Sin
clair, NAACP founder W.E.B. Dubois, and
Margaret Sanger, foundress of the organi
zation now known as Planned Parenthood.
Beck must be referring to the Progressives
who were responsible for abolishing cor
porate monopolies, establishing electoral
recalls and creating the direct primary,
which gave the voters the power to elect
party candidates. He must mean those
Progressives who gave women the right
to vote and established child labor laws.
Apparently, Beck believes that all of these
things, and the people who brought them
about, mined America.
We've all heard how President
Obama is a Communist and a Fascist.
Those who have not been educated with
a shady Texas-made textbook will know
just how contradicting these labels are.
Communism, as created by Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels, seeks for the creation of
an egalitarian world without disparity of
socio-economic status and without a ruling

government. Obviously, so-called Com
munist states, such as Cuba and China have
never reached true communism. Thus, the
communism "attempted" by murderous
liars like Castro and Stalin, is nothing like
the program intended by its founders.
Fascism, on the other hand, could not
be any more different than Communism. It
holds the state, as Benito Mussolini him
self would say, "prima di tutto," or before
all else. Don't you remember how John
McCain put it in 2008? "Country First."
And, let's not forget that, whether one is
talking about Mussolini, Hitler or Franco,
all Fascists have persecuted, prosecuted
and executed Communists. They happen to
be known enemies. So, if you want to call
Obama either, just make sure you don't call
him both.
Socialism is a theory that advocates
substantial, not total, government control
over the production and distribution of
goods, as opposed to private-enterprise
control. Ironically, the same people who are
out there screaming for a free market, un
regulated financial system and small gov-

Benedict mishandling sex abuse scandals
LIZ CROSBY
STAFF WRITFR

Stories of sexual misconduct seem to
be in the news rather frequently as of late.
Magazines and tabloids, as well as radio and
television press, have been quick to pick up
on the scandals involving Jesse James and
Sandra Bullock. Yet, while my heart does go
out to the recent Acadamy Award-winning
actress, I'm not going to delve into popu
lar and juicy controversy spread across the
covers of magazines far and wide. Instead,
I'd like to shed some light on the the scandals
concerning the least likely of candidates to be
accused of sexual misconduct.
I want to dicuss the very individuals who
are perceived by the Catholic community as
beacons of religious enlightenment and guid
ance. By this, I mean the clergy. While the
crisis in America reached its height a few
years ago, many countries in Europe are
now embroiled in an even worse situation,
with large tracts of society scandalized by
the actions of sick priests and their secretive
and protective episcopacy. Priests in Ireland
report being afraid to walk down the street
in a cassock; iiber-Catholic Bavarians, who
inhabit Pope Benedict XVI's homeland, now
question the traditional role of the Church in
society. Who knows whether or not they were
wearing their clerical collars while commit
ting their atrocious acts. Either way, I'm
afraid that we are faced with another case of
wolves dressed in sheeps' clothing.
Ultimately, the Pope will be forced to
take a more aggressive stance against such
predators, more so than he has done so far.
Yet, how should the Pope exactly react to
such a series of disgracefully lewd acts? We
must ask ourselves, as we do time and time
again, what would Jesus do? Priests have
been found guilty of such crimes all too often.
I seriously doubt that some symbolic apology
or humiliation, such as that represented last
week on Maundy Thursday by the washing
of 12 pairs of feet, will suffice.
Indeed, if this is to be the Vatican's
response, they might as well line up all the
accused priests and slap their wrists. Why
should such priests be dismissed from as
suming the full weight of the consequences
of their actions? They clearly suffer from
mental illnesses, the likes of which are so
severe that they impel them to bring the devestation and trauma of sexual abuse upon
the most innocent of society— children.
Society has now become very desensi
tized to claims of priestly abuse. Desensitized
not to the plight of the victims, but to the sur
prise that such accusations should be leveled
against a man of the cloth. Indeed, with each
instance of alleged abuse, people become
less and less tolerable of the behavior itself,
as well as the cover ups. That the scandals in
Ireland would reach their climax so near to

W1KIMEDIA COMMONS
Pope Benedict XVI faces increasing criticism for the handling of priestly abuse.

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ seems less
a coincidence and more a divine message to
the whole community of homo sapiens that
no more can the Church overlook this crisis
of faith.
It may well be that our very existence on
this rock revolving around the sun is absurd.
But, nevertheless, we should hold ourselves
accountable for our actions, especially if
such actions consist of taking advantage
of young children for sexual pleasure. It is
understandable that many wish to establish

Should we simply imitate the Pope and try
to sweep such thoughts away beneath our
subconscious from whence they might have
emerged? Such a reaction seems a bit too
much like modem Western medicine. Rather
than addressing the deeper issues or even
properly dressing the wounds, we simply take
a few pills in the false hope that we'll feel
better in the morning. This is the wrong ap
proach. Abuse issues need to be brought forth
and frankly discussed. It is our responsibility
to seek out the cause of such happenings, so

That the scandals in Ireland would reach their
climax so near to the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ seems less a coincidence and more a
divine message to the whole community of
homo sapiens that no more can the Church
overlook this crisis of faith.
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God's kingdom on earth, but there is no room
for sexual misconduct, especially against
children, in the kingdom of God. These ac
cused men should not be made exempt from
condemnation. Just because their victims
lacked the ability to hear and speak up does
not mean that the rest of us cannot perceive
and correct the injustice.
As students at a Catholic institution, I
am surprised that there hasn't been more of
an uproar among us all. Have we become
complacent? Do we wish to block it all out?

that they might be minimized in the future.
The only manner by which any progress
can ever be hoped to be achieved, in terms
of striving towards a more peaceful and har
monious coexistence, is by shedding light
upon these apparent evils that exist amongst
us presently. We continually find ourselves
bumping into this problem of evil. When are
we going to realize that God, if He exists, has
left it up to us to neutralize such evils? We've
largely created them. Now the task that lies
before us is undoing them.

ernment, are usually the same ones who,
when the time is right, want the govern
ment to bail out those too-big-to-fail banks
and car manufacturers, as Bush did before
leaving office. These same people want the
FDA to keep their food salmonella-free,
the FCC to keep Janet Jackson's breasts off
the air and the Post Office to deliver their
bills on time. Talk about Socialism.
But why does this name-calling ensue?
Frank Rich, in a recent editorial opinion
in The New York Times, exposed the Tea
Party's rage over the healthcare bill as a de
ceptive facade masking deep-seeded hate.
So, perhaps this name calling is nothing
but hateful outlashing. This may warrant
further investigation. Just remember, I am
rubber and you are glue.

Letter to
the Editor
Dear Editors:
How has the Microfinancc Club's
"Two-Dollar a Day" challenge helped
to create empathy as opposed to apathy
towards those who are in the box of pov
erty and homelesstiess? Ed really like to
know the answer to that question.
In the March 25 issue of The Vista,
members claimed that their challenge
was "to help raise poverty awareness."
Yet, they generalized what it is to be de
prived by making a modkery through the
and strewing garbage all over the grass,
all the while .pleading for monetary do
nations. .Seeing the nightly camp of the
activists was more of a visual joke than
not. given the irony of the staked signs
hinting at their campaign as they snug
gled in their comfv North Face sleeping
hags and utilized their iPliones for enter
tainment.
Clearly, the Microfinancc Club
needs to re evaluate its stance on the
topic. Were those types of comforts supposed to help convince the USp commu
nity that these individuals were living on
$2 a day? That the participants were truly
experiencing the deprived way of life?
Did the sign begging for money have to
be utilized?
Sadly, there are individuals in our
wealthy country who are impoverished,
but not all live in dilapidated, paper hous
ing or live outdoors near piles of waste.
In fact, there are some whose pride is too
great to ever hold up a sign and ask for
financial assistance. However. I believe
that those who do would have been of
fended, as I was, by the multiple negative
stereotypes acted out by this club. Much
of what did positively impact our com
munity was far too little for what could
have been a meaningful and impactful
cause.
Laticia Holley
•Class of 2010
***
The Vista encourages letters to the editor
from students, faculty, staff,
administration and the community.
Correspondance should be sent to
letters@usdvista.com.
They will go directly to the editor-inchief and the opinion editor.
Submissions should be limited to 300
words and must include verifiable
contact information. Letter content is
subject to editing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish anonymous
letters, those addressed to a third party
or letters in poor taste.
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USD Introduces Architecture Major

USD Celebrates its newest major by holding an exhibit titled "Spheres and Atmospheres"

Sofia Donner, Variation of the Laminar Dome Patent:
This surface-based variation aggregates a number of
Laminar Dome base units to produce a shallow spherical
enclosure. Openings are by the shallow angle of the
Laminar Dome unit arrangement. This spherical enclosure
transmits an optical effect of amorphousness, segmentation
branching, aperiodicity and permeability.

Marina Melani, Variation of the Laminar Dome Patent:
This surface-based variation is produced by the subdivision of its surface
into pentagonal areas creating a star shaped diamond pattern. Each
diamond is subsequently divided along its length producing a fold. This
spherical enclosure transmits an optical effect of non-axiality discontinuity,
periodicity and diamonding.

Justin Haley, Fifty-Foot Base Diameter Radome (1955):
Luke Edwards, 4V Parallel Sheet Metal Dome (1980):
This surface-based dome results from the subdivision of its surface into
This surface-based dome results from the subdivision of
a half sphere into a number of triangles whose upper half .triangular faces, assembled together in an arrayed pattern around a
follows a 'triacon' grid, whose subdivisions conform to the number of circular points, or hubs, which in this case are left open to
produce apertures. This dome transmits an optical effect of repetition,
31 circle grid. The lower half of the dome is formed by
periodicity, gradation, roundness and porosity.
parallel truncable sections. This dome transmits an
optical effect of reticulation, discontinuity and faceting.

Ross Ehren, Dome Units for Geodesies Inc. Variation:
This surface-based variation produces pentagonal and
hexagonal openings through the aggregation of triangular
volumes. This dome transmits an optical effect of
cavernousness, crystallinity and porosity.

Mason Davis, 4V Parallel Sheet Metal Dome (1980):
This surface-based dome results from the subdivision of its surface into
a number of triangles following a 'triacon' grid, whose subdivisions
conform to the 31-circle grid, reducing the discrepancy between the
triangulated facets.This dome transmits an optical effect of triangularity,
reticulation and smoothness.

Ross Ehren, Dome Units for Geodesies Inc. (1950s):
This surface-based Geodesies Inc. dome is produced by the
aggregation of three dimensional pentagonal and hexagonal
shapes subdivided into smaller three-dimensional shapes. The full
sphere is formed by rings that are composed by a combination of
hexagons and pentagons. This dome transmits an optical effect of
stacking, crystallinity, pleating and stalactiformity.

Kristian Wittman, 10Y Radome:
This surface-based Radome is produced by subdividing its surface
into regular pentagons, and irregular hexagons, forming a radial
pattern. The irregularity of the hexagons varies according to how
far they are from the pentagons. This dome transmits an optical
effect of uniformity and radial symmetry.

Mason Davis, Pine Cone Dome (1977):
This surface-based dome is a revision of Fuller's Laminar Dome
patent, produced by combining diamonds of varying size around a
center. Each edge of the diamonds is extended to form a seam the
full length of its edge that either folds up or down. This dome
transmits an optical effect of orientation, symmetry, discontinuity
and periodicity.

Ross Ehren, Dome Units for Geodesies Inc. Variation:
This surface-based variation is produced by the regular aggrega
tion of three-dimensional hexagonal shapes subdivided into six
smaller three-dimensional shapes. This dome transmits an optical
effect of regularity, symmetry, pleatedness and granularity.

Milou Teeling, Thirty-one Great Circles Icosahedron Variation:
This line-based variation is produced by the regular array of
31 inscribed circles on the surface of a hemisphere. These
circles produce intersecting lines that result in a linear pattern made
of all triangular areas with varying degrees of irregularity. The degree
of intersection and subdivision of this pattern varies. This dome
transmits an optical effect of encircling axiality, latticing, lacing and
branching.

Joshua Small, Raft System for Thirty-six-Foot Homasote (1958):
This line-based dome is produced by the subdivision of its surface into
rectangular areas, each of which is further subdivided by a diagrid of
struts, or in this case slats. This dome transmits an optical effect of
repetition, symmetry and axiality.

Natalie Kunstadter, Laminar Dome Patent (1965):
This line-based dome is produced by the subdivision of a hemisphere
into a number of pentagonal regions, each of which is subdivided into
five diamonds that are inscribed within a pentagonal perimeter to form
a star. Each of these diamonds is subsequently divided along their
length producing a seam, which folds the surface upwards or
downwards. This spherical enclosure transmits an optical effect of
periodieity. diamonding and pleatedn

Ana Spencer,Thirty-one Great Circles Icosahedron Variation: Natalie Kunstadter, Thirty-one Great Circles Icosahedron (1949):
This line-based variation is produced with the same logic as
This line-based Thirty-one Great Circles Icosahedron dome is produced by
Fuller's Great Circles, distributing 16 lines from each face of
the regular array of thirty-one inscribed circles on the surface of a
a square plan. These lines in turn subdivide the surface of this
hemisphere. These in turn subdivide the surface of the hemisphere into
enclosure into all triangular doubly curved areas. This spherical
equilateral triangles, made planar, and thus resulting in straight linear
volume transmits an optical effect of non-orientation, arching,
segments. This dome transmits an optical effect of triangularity, encircling
asymmetry, continuity, periodic repetition, bending and
axiality, diagonality, discontinuity and branching.
twistedness.

Sarah Andersen, Variation of the University of Minnesota
Dome Project (1953):
This line-based dome is produced by the aggregation of a
number of diamond shaped areas, resulting in a hemispherical
enclosure. Each of the resulting diamonds is composed by a
number of curved trusses tied by a set of cables forming a diagrid
pattern. This dome transmits an optical effect of orientation,
symmetry, discontinuity and periodic repetition.

Anthony Graham, Kyle Martinez, Tensegrity Patent (1962):
This line-based dome results from the Tensegrity assembly of struts working in
compression, tied and held together without making contact with one another, by
a network of cables working in tension. Tensegrity pattern base unit is arranged
as three solid rods that are assembled in a triangular configuration held together
by a network of tension cables. This dome transmits an optical effect of
non-orientation, encircling axiality and discontinuity.

Mason Davis, 4V Parallel Sheet Metal Dome Variation:
This line-based variation is produced by the subdivision of a half
sphere into a triangular grid which aggregate into pentagons and
hexagons. In this case, an extra set of struts is produced by
offsetting the perimeters of the pentagon and hexagons.This
dome transmits an optical effect of non-orientation, uniformity
and continuity.

Max Swann, Tenting for the Fifty-Foot US Marine Corp Hangar (1954):
This line-based dome is produced by the division of the surface of a hemisphere
into a pattern of diamonds. This pattern is composed of two kinds of diamonds
where the first is a regular parallelogram and the second is a skewed
parallelogram. This dome transmits an optical effect of orientation, axiality,
radial symmetry and repetition.

"In Spheres & Atmospheres, the students in the architectural design studios directed by Daniel Lopez-Perez analyzed the
geodesic dome prototypes of American architect and inventor R. Buckminster Fuller (1895-1983). Having produced physical and
digital models of each prototype, students then explored the flexibility and variation of each model as an architectural formal system Lisa Fukushima, Tenting for the Fifty-Foot US Marine Corp
Chase Doolan, Thirty-one Great Circles Icosahedron (1949):
This line-based dome is produced by the regular array of thirty-one
Hangar VariationThe final stage of the studio consisted of translating these systems into original designs, responding to conditions as varied as a
This
line-based
variation
is
produced
by
the
division
of
its
surface
inscribed circles on the surface of a hemisphere. These in turn subdivide
bridge on campus or a new spatial arrangement for the interior of Copley Library."

Ross Ehren, Dome Units for Geodesies Inc. Variation:
This surface-based variation produces pentagonal and hexagonal
openings in these aggregate volumes. This dome transmits an optical
effect of a very discontinuous, crystalline and porous interior, with a
continuous exterior surface comprised of parallelogram faces surrounding
the pentagonal and hexagonal openings.

www.sandiego.edu/architecture

into a pattern of diamonds. Each diamond is further subdivided
subdivide the surface of the hemisphere into a pattern made of all
into four smaller diamonds, increasing the overall number of lines triangular areas offering a high degree of irregularity. This dome
and degree of subdivision. This dome transmits an optical effect transmits an optical effect of encircling axiality, lacing and branching,
of cellularity, non-orientation, asymmetry and periodic repetition.

FEATURE DESIGNED BY MILOU TEELING AND DANIEL LOPEZ-PEREZ
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Mother Earth is given the respect she deserves
RYAN COGHILL
AftC FDITOR

BENJAMIN GAFELL
GUFRT WRITFR

Homie
Seven months ago I was sleep
ing in the back of my car in the
Mission Beach parking lot for
three weeks. 1 bathed in the ocean
and made use of public restrooms.
It was an interesting experience
and changed my perspective on
the meaning of comfortable. I
learned that I truly value a roof
over my head every night and I
like hanging up my clothes in a
closet, as opposed to stuffing them
in a duffle bag. I enjoy blinds
blocking out the light instead of
the sun blazing through to wake
me up in a deep sweat.
Moving into a home back in
October was a relief. It was a
small two bedroom apartment
but it served its purpose, provid
ing me with shelter. However, I
got greedy. I was two miles away
from the beach and I wanted to
be closer. I wanted more space, a
backyard and another bathroom.
I wanted walls that were thick
enough so I would not hear the
dude underneath me snoring.
Last weekend I moved to an
apartment on Diamond, in Pacific
Beach. It takes me two-minutes to
ride my bike to the beach and five
minutes to walk. It has two bath
rooms and I don't hear my neigh
bor's cell phone vibrating every
time she gets a text message.
Most importantly, I have a fenced
backyard where I can lounge.
The new place has a homey at
mosphere that I haven't felt since
I lived with my parents. While I
was waiting for my girlfriend to
open the front door, I was relax
ing in the backyard. Unexpect
edly I heard movement behind
my fence. A sweeping motion of
shadows. Then someone tried to
open the gate but failed and began
walking away.
I stood up immediately and
opened the gate, asking the home
less man standing in the alleyway
if I could help him with something.
In a flustered manner he asked me
where the front door was, as if he
were looking for a friend's house.
I told him that was not something
that he needed to be concerned
with, as this was my backyard. He
then asked me if I had just moved
in around here. I told him this was
my first night I would be sleeping
at this apartment.
He commented on the fact
that the place used to be empty,
and was using my backyard as
a place to store the cans he col
lected throughout the day. He was
extremely apologetic for entering
my backyard and explained to me
that I lived in a safe neighbor
hood.
When he left I looked down
at a pile of cardboard. It's safe to
speculate that this homeless man
had been sleeping in the backyard
of my apartment for the dura
tion of the month-long vacancy.
The next day I saw him digging
through the trash a few doors
down and he warmly smiled and
commented on how beautiful of a
day it was. To think back to the
three weeks that 1 did not have
a home and know that this man
sleeps on cardboard in vacant
backyards every night, I'm happy
to have a roof over my head.

Hundreds of feet over the
Pacific Ocean our pilot steered
a large, arching turn, intent on a
southeastern trajectory. Gazing
out my window seat I could see
the extent of Lima stretching
along the coast and spreading up
into the brown, barren coastal
mountains. The imagination is a
powerfiil and exciting element of
the human mind, but only through
experiencing those most fantastic
fragments of reality is wonder
unlocked, and the magnificence
of the world revealed. Seated on
Taca Airlines flight 07 to Cusco,
the most elaborate of images that
I could conceive ultimately did
not compare to the landscapes that
awaited me.
An hour later we were de
scending through fluffy, white
clouds, their breaks exposing
green hillsides and a small city
constructed in a wide valley at
11,600 feet. We came to a smooth
landing on the only runway at the
old airport, and upon exiting, we
were immediately approached by
an elderly woman dressed in col
orful, traditional Andean garb, of
fering a bag of coca leaves for one
nuevo sol (approximately 30 US
cents). I bought one bag, knowing
that either chewing the leaves or
making coca tea helps with high
altitude acclimation. Breathing
was significantly more difficult,
and even walking 50 yards up a
moderate incline towards the bus
made me short of breath.
We initiated our journey as
the bus meandered through the
side streets of Cusco, ascending
the hillside, passing adobe homes,
many of which had been washed
away by the record amounts of rain
that had fallen just a month earlier.
Blue tarps mottled the outskirts of
town, where families laid them at
the foundations of their houses to

prevent water erosion. Past that,
we entered the countryside.
I became absorbed watch
ing the rolling green hills colored
by flowers
and organized by
agriculture, dirt roads leading to
small homes in the distance. The
mountains on the horizon were
patterned by sunshine and reju
venating patches of rain, but not
once did I feel a drop. We stopped
for lunch in Chinchero, where we
observed our first demonstration
of traditional Andean culture.
In a small hut with a dirt floor,
and smelling of smoke because of
a small wood-burning stove in the
corner, there were three young
girls winding colorful yarns
around wooden spools. The older
women transformed filthy alpaca
wool into bright white, by using a
sudsy solution of water and a root
that is found naturally in the cli
mate of the Peruvian Andes.
The dyes are made by mixing
different color agents with hot
water, and they are all found natu
rally and locally in the highlands
region. The greens come from
fresh leaves the purples come
from dried leaves the reds come
from little insects that live on
the prickly pear cactus and are
brightened by dripping water with
dissolved quartz over the dye.
When the chromatic concoctions
are prepared, the clean alpaca
yarn is dipped into the water, and
the bright colors are absorbed in
stantly.
The hand made yarns are then
used as the material for hand made
sweaters, scarves, tapestries, all of
bright hues and many with beau
tifully variegated patterns. The
manner in which these artisans
craft decorations and produce utile
apparel demonstrates the strong
relationship that is still maintained
between the Andean people and
the Earth. The Incan culture and
economy were founded around
agriculture, and the descendant

BENJAMIN GAFELL/THE VISTA
A collection of leaves, minerals and bugs used to color yarn.

BENJAMIN GAFELL
A gorgeous view of a small farm town along the Urubamba river,
atop the Andes mountains.

cultures of the Andes still exercise
such a lifestyle, without submitting
themselves to spiritually empty
practices of mass production.
Called Pachamama, Mother
Earth is respected and revered
throughout the Andes. She is a gift
giver, and the Incan roots of her
appreciation among the Andean
people reach millennia into the
region's rich past. It was a refresh
ing experience to be surrounded by
such a real and innate connection
to the home that we all share.
Such mentalities are few and
far between in international cities
like Lima, New York, San Diego
and even in the American Midwest.
The land is exploited at the cost of
mass agriculture and poisoned by
chemicals. The indigenous energy
of the Peruvian Andes has remind

ed me that kinship with the earth
is a cultural virtue, and compels
me to worry about the trajectory
of Western society and its detach
ment from our life-giving planet.
Wandering
towards
Ollataytambo I absorbed my sur
roundings: purple and yellow
flowers blooming across green
hills, watched over by a tower
ing mountain whose glacier has
been given two years before it
disappears. Both humbling and
exciting, the energy surrounding
such existence deserves profound
respect, and when surrounded by
such beauty it is easy to under
stand a culture so attached to the
land it calls home. As the sun set,
I was ready to embrace the coming
days of my experience in the high
sierras of Peru.

BENJAMIN GAFELL/THE VISTA
Wool is washed in a cleaning solution composed of various roots.
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Perez Hilton announces plans for radio show
Will this famous Internet blogger be a success on air?

Perez Hilton recreates his injuries from his confrontation with Polo
Molina, manager of the Black Eyed Peas.
CHRISTINA SEARS

RHFST WRITFR
Since the Internet was not
enough for Perez Hilton, the
celebrity blogger recently an
nounced plans for a weekly radio

show. Hilton, also known by his
real name of Mario Armando
Lavandeira, Jr., expressed his
desire to stir some controversy
in addition to sharing his love of
music through a countdown radio
show.

Centered around his celeb
rity blog, Hilton grew in fame
for his unapologetic remarks and
"doodles" on paparazzi photos
that he uploads to his site, PerezHilton.com. While he has
publicly been criticized for his
less than flattering remarks about
famous figures, he has proven to
have a large following, as Forbes
Magazine named him the number
one web celebrity for the past
two years. He has also provided
viewing figures of his webpage to
being up to 8.82 million per day.
Like celebrity figure Howard
Stern, Hilton has become the
person people hate to love and
love to hate. Besides his website
and attempts to appear at public
ity events, Hilton has certified his
name in entertainment news due
to controversies. Like most recent
being the Miss USA 2009 Pag
eant and the physical altercation
between the Black Eyed Peas'
operation manager, Polo Molina,
last year following a confronta
tion about derogatory comments
Hilton made about Fergie on his
website. He has also been brought
into court several times due to re
leasing copyrighted content and
the use of certain video footage
of celebrities.
The radio show, which has
been a gradual project over the
past few years, is planned to
be made as one similar to Ryan
Seacrest's "American Top 40,"
but with Hilton's touch added
to it. Just as Hilton attempted
his own concert tour last year to
spread his taste in music to the
masses, he expressed his desire
to stir the pot with his style and

conversations with popular enter
tainers. "I want to talk in depth
with Lady Gaga and Katy Perry
and all of these acts whom I have
relationships with, Hilton said.
"[1 want to] ask them the ques
tions that Ryan Seacrest would
not ask them."
The hesitancy to allow Hilton
on air is due to the uncertainty
of what he may say or allow on
his show. However, his fanbase
is strong and many are excited
to see what he might do. Junior
Julie Carlo, who has found his
material to be "entertaining and
hilarious," expressed her admira
tion for the blogger.
"Perez Hilton tends to tell
the truth," Carlo said. "Though
sometimes he can promote rumors
that may not be true, he definitely
highlights the misbehavior of
celebrities and that can be good.
I feel like his radio show guests
would have to be honest and he
wouldn't put up with people's
[dishonesty]."
There are many others, how
ever, who have found Hilton to be
offensive and "painfully blunt,"
as junior Alexa Tierney puts it.
"He might push the boundaries
more so than he already does and
although it may be entertaining it
might be overly abrasive," Tier
ney said.
Hilton spoke honestly about
what listeners will become privy
to through his show. "I can make
fun of someone," Hilton said,
"and still be a fan." If there is one
thing anyone can derive from the
blogger's future as a radio show
personality - it will definitely be
interesting.

Animal Collective re-releases 2003 album
KELSEY PERRY

GMFST WRITFR
While you may have first heard
Animal Collective by way of a
blog post, dancing to "My Girls"
at a party, or on a television com
mercial (Crayola has always been
awesome), you probably had not
yet come across any song from
Campfire Songs. Recorded in a
single session on an outdoor porch,
the five dreamy songs making up
this 2003 release do not shine for
their commercial quality, but for
their acoustic freedom and ambi
ent effect.
One might assume that this
acoustic release would get more
popularity than their other re
leases that combine electronic
instruments with wild lyrics and
hypnotic effects, such as 2009's
Merriweather Post Pavillion. But
their mild guitars accompanied by
Panda Bear's honestly beautiful
vocals went relatively unnoticed.
Released originally in 2003 by
Catsup Plate, Campfire Songs was
reissued by Paw Tracks in January,
aiming to keep the CD in print for
as long as possible. Upon listen
ing, it is clear this was the right
decision.
"Queen in My Pictures" intro
duces the calming essence of the
Maryland porch environment, with
insect and water noises accompa
nying the light guitar strumming.
The beat picks up towards the end
and the lyrics become an almost
tribal chant.
The transition into "Doggy" is
seamless, and leads to a feeling
different from that of "Queen in
My Pictures." "Doggy" is fast-

paced and catchier, a song that you
want to sing along to. About half
way through, Panda Bear's vocals
encompass you with their beautiful
"ooohs" and "aahs."
As you begin listening to "Two
Corvettes," you start to pick up
on the campfire feel of the album.
These guys become your friends,
playing music for you outdoors
while you just appreciate your nat
ural surroundings. Even the lyrics
speak of going for a ride in a Cor
vette while your hair blows in the
breeze. But as the guitars become
frantic and the rain falls more
heavily, the atmosphere changes,
leading into the next track.

"Moo Rah Rah Rain" begins
with the chanting of the title, with
the actual rain and thunder easily
heard in the background. The
lyrics themselves seem to float
above the music, a wistful soundscape driven by the water and bird
calls. This 11-minute song is per
fect music to fall asleep to, relax
to or hike to.
The album reaches its end with
"De Soto De Son." Interestingly,
Panda Bear's voice here at times
reminds me of WHY?'s Yoni
Wolf. This song doesn't drag on
as many 11-minute songs from
contemporary bands seem to do.
Though it is the last track on the

album, I wish it were not. I just
want there to be more.
Go pick up a copy of Campfire
Songs, unless, of course, you al
ready did seven years ago.

I

JUSTINE MARZONI
ASSISTANT
A&C EDITOR

In need of
some major
inspiration
For those of you who love
"Project Runway" as much as I
do, I'm sure you saw last week's
episode in which one of the
contestants voulantarily left the
competition. This distressed de
signer couldn't handle the stress
of creating innovative pieces of
fashion on command and found it
difficult to conjure instantaneous
inspiration. Initially I thought it
was pretty lame for this designer
to take herself out of the running
just because she was feeling the
pressure. I didn't understand
how she could be so upset that
she would leave right when she
was getting so close to Bryant
Park. However, returning back
to school after Easter break, I
have had a little taste of what it
is like to fly by the seat of your
pants and try to create something
artistic, even when the well of
inspiration has gone dry.
Upon returning from a short
yet much needed break from
classes, I realized that for ev
eryone of my classes I was sup
posed to have ideas and propos
als for my final project topics. I
was overwhelmed, not with the
actual work 1 was going to have
to put in, but rather with the fact
that I had no ideas and I didn't
know how to get them. Nothing
I could think of seemed inter
esting, unique or worthwhile.
Even thinking about what I was
going to write this week for my
column was haunting me. It is
always around this time in the
s"emester that I reach a point in
which I have all the tools neces
sary and the skills and desire to
create, but I don't have an idea
or inspiration.
It is this aspect of college
that I find most difficult. Not
only must we work hard, study
and go to class, but, especially if
you are taking an art or writing
class, you are constantly pro
ducing something. As students
we are trained to perform on
command, think up ideas when
asked and then turn them into
something tangible. It is hard
work and often ill-inspiring to
constantly be performing for a
grade or because it is an assign
ment, but we have to remember
that we signed up for this for a
reason.
Even when the inspiration
has run out and you are left
without a single idea or unique
thought, draw on things that you
love and find interesting. Take a
walk, a nap or watch your favor
ite movie. When the inspiration
does finally come, make sure to
write it down and save the ideas
that you don't use because they
may come in handy in the future.
At the end of the day, if you find
you still don't have any new
ideas, try to channel that frustra
tion into whatever you are doing,
like I did with this article!
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Finding the perfect t-shirt is worth it
VICTORIA FANTOZZI
STAFF WRITFR

Wackytobaccy
Very rarely am I surprised
when I attend a concert. It's usu
ally the same deal: The opening
band's kind of boring, the main
band starts about 15 minutes
to half an hour late, they play
pretty much only their popular
songs, there's a minor techni
cal difficulty here and there and
"maybe" they'll play an encore
song or two (but of course, they
will). Though usually enjoyable,
shows are always predictable. At
least that was my stance before
I saw TOBACCO play the
Casbah.
I knew what to expect before
I entered the venue. Tom Fee
(TOBACCO) told me that there
would be visual projections
and a guy doing something ffin
onstage. I figured I'd see some
swirly psychedelic visuals pro
jected onto the wall behind the
band members, and that the guy
who was to do something ffin
would be painting or doing some
kind of interpretive slam danc
ing. But my assumptions were
very far from what actually took
place. Instead of one projection
there were two. One was a com
pilation of disturbing video clips
from the '80s and '90s while
the other was...wait for it...
ChatRoulette. The guy that was
doing the "something fun" was
wearing a gorilla mask while
"nexting" weirdos online. Never
before had I been to a show like
this.
The Casbah is a pretty small
place. There is a good amount
of standing space in front of
the stage and a mirrored wall to
"maximize" and mimic space,
with a decent bar to the left, an
outdoor smoking area to the right,
a pool table in another spot and a
bathroom somewhere else. It's
a very laidback atmosphere that
welcomes all types of music, as
was made obvious by the book
ing of TOBACCO and openers
Nice Nice and The Hood Inter
net. Interestingly enough, when
I looked behind me towards the
end of TOBACCO'S set, a good
three quarters of the crowd had
disappeared. I'm still undecided
as to whether or not that's be
cause of how late it had gotten
or because of the E.T. pom clips
(yes, I mean E.T. the alien).
As far as the music goes, it
was highly enjoyable. Tom Fee
played alongside The Seven
Fields of Aphelion (keyboards/
synths), fellow member of
Black Moth Super Rainbow,
TOBACCO'S side project. The
two have an amazing onstage
chemistry, and Seven Fields
was smiling the entire time she
twisted knobs and slid sliders,
while Fee essentially gave his
vocoder mouth to mouth. I felt
the breeze generated by the bass
hitting my legs throughout the
duration of the set, and it added
to the overall vibe of the show,
which was intense yet exhilarat
ing yet creepy yet fun and, most
of all, interesting.
Though TOBACCO'S spring
tour is coming to an end, his
album "Maniac Meat" will be
hitting shelves and comput
ers May 25. Check out his first
single, "Sweatmother," all over
the Internet.

Finding the perfect t-shirt
is like finding a Chanel bag for
under $2,000. Though it's the
simplest item of clothing you'll
have in your closet, it's probably
the most difficult to find. Long,
short, sheer, tight, loose - it's
amazing that so many compo
nents can contribute to such a
plain piece of fabric. A t-shirt is
an integral part of any wardrobe.
It's the item you'll throw on with
a pair of sweats and flip flops to
go to class, and the same item
that can be recycled with a pair
of skinny jeans and pumps for a
Saturday night date. Its multiple
uses make it critical that you find
a perfect fit.
Perfection in a t-shirt doesn't
come from a $200 price tag, but
its simplicity also doesn't mean a
$5 one will work either. I've tried
tees from Target and tees from
Neimans and neither really fit the
mold. They worked, yes, but they
weren't perfection. They didn't
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cling to the body at that perfect
amount that made them casual but
still flattering.
The perfect tee can't be too
short, but it also can't be too long.
It can't be skin-tight, but if it's too
baggy, it'll look sloppy. It should
look good with pajama bottoms,
but it'll also need to look fab
with strappy heels and pants. It's
asking a lot of one item, but that's
the genius of a perfectly sculpted

shirt.
After months of searching,
I finally found my idea of per
fection in Vince tee shirts. The
shirts come in v-neck, scoop
neck, even turtle neck, depend
ing on your preference. They're
the perfect length, not revealing
too much, but not bordering on
a dress-length either, and they're
sheer without being see-through.
They also come with short or

long sleeves, so you can mix it up
when the seasons change.
The best part about the shirts
is that they don't stretch out after
multiple wears and washes, a real
downside of many basic shirts.
They last for ages, which is good
considering the price tag. Most
will cost about $80, a tad pricey
for a basic shirt, but when you
consider its multiple uses and the
fact that you only have to buy
one instead of replacing your $20
shirt every few months when it
stretches out, the price really isn't
all that bad.
Vince is a basics designer, so
most of the colors are your neu
trals: black, white, gray, etc. You
can find the line at almost any
department store such as Bloomingdales, Nordstrom and Barneys
Co-op, so it's pretty accessible
and easy to find.
You definitely won't be
making a fashion statement with
this piece, but you'll be thank
ing yourself for the money spent
when you have the perfect-fitting
tee to throw on for any occasion.

Lady Gaga and Beyonce make pointless music (video)

CELESTE SOTO
STAFF WRITFR

Artistic, original and even
refreshing are words associated
with entertainer Gaga. In Lady
Gaga's new video "Telephone"
featuring superstar Beyonce, the
duo play fugitives running from
the law after committing multiple
murders.
Gaga plays the role of a pro
miscuous criminal just bailed out
of prison by her partner in crime,
Beyonce. Once freed from prison,
Gaga uses her criminal expertise
in order to help murder Beyonce's
boyfriend, played by Tyson Bed
ford.
Repeatedly highlighted was
a scarcely clothed Gaga pushing
the limits of this video's Parental
Advisory warning. For example,
Gaga is shown swapping spit with
other women in the middle of a
prison yard, as well as a vulgar
reference from prison guards about
Gaga being a hermaphrodite.
The music video for "Tele
phone" seemed to fall very short
of Gaga's average thrilling perfor
mance. The storyline of the video
lacked an overall purpose and it
does not make sense. The video's
plot had no relevance to the lyrics
of the actual song. By the end of
the nine-minute and 32-second
music video, there was an over-

P0PBYTES.COM
Lady Gaga cooks up some poison to murder Beyonce's boyfriend.

whelming feeling of disorder and
confusion. Through its entirety,
there was an unknown motivation
and relevance to the characters
and their actions.
For example, Beyonce's char
acter wanted to murder her boy
friend, but why? The music video
left the murders committed by
Gaga and Beyonce unexplained.
Overall, the video was farfetched
for both Beyonce, and even the
unpredictable Gaga.

Dhruva Tara
By: Doug Wood
From the powers that be; to you; to me,
Not a sound is heard from the first to fall.
But for those who fight, who struggle to be,
A strength born of the soul is heard by all.
To the stars that rest in ambiguous array
We're trivial beings on a trivial quest.
And while they make home not with us, but away,
Their light never abandons our copious tests.
With faltering hope Polaris holds last light,
Knowing there are but few not blind to the way.
Yet for one to be saved from the depths of his plight
Lays the charge to delve deeper while motionless pray.
So as long as the fall to the bottom yields breath
Pay no mind to false paths as you re-scale the wall.
You climb not to boast life in the wake of near-death,
You climb to voice leave in why next time you fall.

Beyonce's role throughout the
music video was foreign to the
Diva's average glamorous image,
which caused a noticeable clash
of standards between artists.
Beyonce's music videos usually
contain intricate dance moves,
whereas in the "Telephone"
music video, the choreography
was adjusted to Gaga's dancing
abilities. Gaga's sexual references
and distasteful wardrobe choice
throughout the video caused the

video to be weighed down by the
overwhelming amount of sexual
content.
There were countless times
during that showed a censored
nude Gaga in provocative posi
tions. Gaga is known for her
limitless artistic expression, while
Beyonce is known for her classi
cal beauty. In this particular video,
these two artists did not mesh
well, nor complement each other.
In a recent interview with LUXE
Magazine, Gaga commented on
collaborating with Beyonce: "The
video in a lot of ways is more
about her even than it is about me.
It was sort of a pop-art venture for
me to bring her into my world."
Generally, this pop song and
video one created to appeal to the
youth. Bright colors, sexual con
tent and two attractive superstars
- what more do you need for a
successful music video? Gaga and
Beyonce's collaboration, although
bizarre, has the popularity to carry
the duo to the top of the pop charts.
"Telephone" is the most recent hit
to exceed 100 million views on
YouTube. No doubt, popularity
of this video can be credited to its
shock value and originality. The
music video ends with a subtitle
that reads, "To Be Continued..."
which leads us to conclude that
this is not the last we will see of
the powerhouse duo ofGaga and
Beyonce.

Xre pou a poet?
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Biffy Clyro gains notoriety overseas

Legally Blonde

ANNE SLAGILL
NFWS FPITOR

BRYCE CARR
.STAFF WRITFR

After two certified gold albums in the
United Kingdom, the forces behind Scot
tish rock band Biffy Clyro have launched a
new campaign to break through to a bigger
audience in America. With marketing and
promotions in full swing, the band's latest
album, "Only Revolutions," has certainly
found the praise of Internet bloggers, radio
DJs and the average listener alike. In many
ways, it seems that this current album will
be the one that breaks Biffy Clyro through
to the United States on a much wider level
- for a multitude of reasons.
The overall final product of "Only
Revolutions" is one that provides a solid
mix of rock-oriented music. Some songs
provide aggressive rock riffs while others,
such as the band's current single, "Many
of Horror," present^ simple heartfelt lyrics
that transition to symphonic anthems. The
songs are relatable and playful, yet filled
with incredible amounts of emotion. Firsttime listeners will draw similarities to
fellow Scottish band Snow Patrol, but also
will find the distinct edge that makes Biffy
Clyro unique. For their newest album, Biffy
Clyro worked once again with producer
Garth Richardson at the famed Ocean Way
studios in Los Angeles. Many of the lyrics
seem to come from guitarist Simon Neil's
perspectives on relationships.
Without a doubt, Biffy Clyro has
become a band known for their high-energy
live shows. As a three-piece band, the group
performs without the additional support of
other touring members - a remarkable feat
considering the musical output of the band.
A certainly unique aspect of Biffy Clyro
is the fact that all three members sing on
recordings. While Simon acts as the lead
vocalist, brothers James Johnston and Ben
Johnston provide harmonies that add to the
fullness of the individual songs. The ac-
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Biffy Clyro rocks the House of Blues.

claimed live shows and popularity across
the Atlantic have led to the band being an
opener for acts such as Muse, The Red Hot
Chili Peppers, The Rolling Stones and The
Who. When the band headlines their own
shows, they've booked venues as large as
10,000 people. However, when the band
played in San Diego last week, they served
as the opener for Manchester Orchestra at
the House of Blues. This division in venue
size from one side of the pond to the other
is absolutely amazing.

If one is to look at musical trends
throughout the history of rock music,
things can become increasingly clear popularity in the United Kingdom can be a
great predictor of the success of a band in
the United States. Classic acts such as The
Beatles and modern success stories such as
Kings of Leon all found their initial fame
across the Atlantic. With the continued push
of Biffy Clyro, I'm sure that they'll break
through and achieve the same amount of
success that the band has in England.

Jurisprudence got a whole lot hotter
this weekend when "Legally Blonde the
Musical" hit the San Diego Civic Theatre
stage.
UCLA sorority girl Elle Woods is
adorable, smart and, above all, blonde. When
her dashing boyfriend Warner Huntington
the Third dumps her for a more "serious"
woman, she puts down the credit card, hits
the books and sets out to go where no Delta
Nu has gone before: Harvard Law.
Fans will be pleased to learn that
the musical is true to the hit film while
adding some new and entertaining twists.
For instance, Elle's sorority sisters appear
throughout the show as her own personal
"Greek Chorus" and Paulette has an adorable
obsession with Ireland, which appropriately
leads to some Irish step dancing.
The story of America's favorite blonde
has been transformed to include hilarious
music, dance numbers and, of course, a
glamorous new take on the famed "bend
and snap."
Standout musical numbers include
"Omigod You Guys," which Elle sings in
anticipation of her engagement to Warner.
And while the music is not the type I'd pop
in the old stereo for my morning commute,
it certainly doesn't fail to entertain. Becky
Gulsvig has a strong, lovely voice and she,
I'll just say it, completely outshines Reese
Witherspoon in the role of Elle Woods.
According to a press release, the
musical earned seven Tony Award
nominations in its first year on Broadway.
It also ranked in the top 10 list of the most
requested Ticketmaster "Arts and Theatre
Events" for 2007.
The North American tour of "Legally
Blonde the Musical" will be making its way
around the country through August of this
year. To check out performance dates and
cities visit tour.legallyblondethemusical.
com/tour.

UNIVERSITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE
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Physical and Occupational Therapy Degree
Program Open House
Friday, April 9th, 2010
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Join us in beautiful San Diego, CA to learn about how a career in
Physical Therapy or Occupational Therapy could change your
life.
Attend our Open House to meet with the faculty and students of
the University of St. Augustine (USA). View hands-on
demonstrations, learn about the continuously growing professions
of Physical and Occupational Therapy, and take a tour of our
beautiful California campus,
USA is a graduate institution that focuses solely on health science
education. It Is our mission to provide professional development
to health care providers through innovative and individualized
education. We look forward to meeting you on campus and
sharing with you all that our university has to offer.
To RSVP, please visit us at www.vsa.edu and click on the
tab. If you have any further questions, please email
Mary Noor at mnoor@usa.edu.

mEvents"

With more than 36 credential and master's
degree opportunities, we're confident we have
a program for you.
APU offers:
• Convenient classes at 8 Southern California
locations and online.
• Programs in teaching, counseling, physical
education, and administration.
• NCATE-accredited programs recognized by
all 50 states and internationally.
Classes start year-round. Contact us today!
{gjm

<800) 825-5278
www.apu.edu/explore/education
Olng
graduatecenter@apu.edu
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For Ferraro, season is all about rejuvenation

RYAN SIDHOO

SPORTS CO-FDITOR ifr ,

Torero hit man has battled back from injury
it

NewYork:
A passion pit
Times Square, Greenwich
Village, a saturation of hipsters,
a saturation of hustlers, the
subway, Penn Station, "Sein
feld", Spike Lee courtside and
the American Dream can all be
used to describe the capital of
the world.
A lot of nouns can help
define what New York City is,
but after visiting the future home
of LeBron James and I, the one
word that can define New York
City is passion.
What I realized about
Southern California after spend
ing my undergraduate years here
is that there is an abundance
of fair-weather fans that have
flooded this area (please note, I
think Northern California has a
very respectable group of die
hard fans).
Have you ever been to a
Lakers game? Forty seven min
utes of the game is all about the
sideshow that goes on courtside
at the Staples Center. It seems
that people go to these games to
star watch or try to get noticed
doing their best "Jersey Shore"
impression by sporting their
rhinestone Ed Hardy shirt and
pair of True Religion jeans.
It seems that the majority
of people could care less about
Kobe Bryant being the greatest
player on planet earth, or about
how he is putting on a historic
show. The pro sporting event in
Southern California has become
about the status tied to being at
the game because it's the thing
to do, not because one appreci
ates a jumper or the beauty of a
solid screen.
I will never forget how dis
appointed I was at the acquies
cent environment of the Western
Conference Final game I was at
last year when the Lakers fiosted
the Denver Nuggets.
However, New York City
is where this passion for sport
lives and breathes. People wear
a Mets or Yankee hat because
they love their team, not because
it looks phenomenal with a pair
of Chuck Taylors. People go to
games early and leave late, even
if they are cheering for the cellar
dweller New Jersey Nets. New
Yorkers actually like hockey,
they don't just like it when the
Olympics are on.
1 was at a coffee shop last
week in New York with my
cousin who was proudly sport
ing his Mets fitted. A fellow
supporter of The Metropolitans
approached him and a 15-minute
conversation about the team
began. When the conversation
was over, I looked down to the
street only to see this buff ver
sion of Woody Allen throwing
high fives to others decked out
in orange and blue.
The emotion that was
evoked during this conversation
is a microcosm of the passion
and commitment New Yorkers
have toward their sports teams,
and I look forward to being in a
city where the love for the game
still exists.

CHRIS HANNEKE
STAFF WRITFR
A turning point in the Tore
ros season started three weeks
ago. It represented a return to the
winning ways that have become
expected from the USD baseball
program. On this day, they won a
thriller in the 10th inning against
the No. 14 Rice Owls. While it is
always nice to get a win, the game
was also the start of something
the Toreros desperately needed to
kick their offense into high gear.
It was on this day that Mike Ferraro's hitting streak began.
Ferraro's source of inspira
tion comes from his teammates.
"My hitting alone had nothing to
do with our team's recent success.
We have an unbelievable group
of offensive players as a whole,"
Ferraro said.
On Monday, Ferraro entered
the series against No. 1 Arizona
State on a six-game hitting streak,
during which he hit .500 with
nine hits while driving in one RBI
and scoring four runs. The streak
boosted his batting average on the
season to a team-high .413 while
also sending his on-base percent
age to a staggering .457.
The Toreros won four of
the six games in which Ferraro
recorded a hit. But, more impor
tantly, the streak helped keep the
team in close games against tal
ented opponents, something they
were unable to achieve earlier in
the season.
Staying focused and competetive with these top tier pro
grams has only helped Ferraro
and the Toreros feel that they can
make a run to Omaha.
"There's no doubt in my
mind that this will end up as a
successful season. We have an
unreal pitching staff and a great
group of hitters who all work ex
tremely hard," Ferraro said.
Though the streak is an ac
complishment
that
deserves
recognition, so too is the long
journey that Ferraro has taken to
reach this point.
Ferraro originally came to
USD straight out of high school
to play baseball, but he was told
he would have to redshirt. He de
cided to transfer to Orange Coast
Community College in Costa
Mesa, Calif., where he played
two seasons with the Pirates, a
team he led to two consecutive
Southern California Super Re
gional appearances.
It was at Orange Coast that
Ferraro hit a solid .331 with
44 RBI en route to earning an
All-Orange Empire Conference
selection. And it was at Orange
Coast that bigger Division 1 pro
grams began to take note of the
6'2" lefty with a sweet swing.
USD was one of those pro
grams, and they offered Ferraro
a spot back on the Toreros roster.
Unfortunately, in his first year
back at USD he broke a bone in
his hand, partially tore his ham
string and broke his thumb. This
forced him to redshirt the entire
2009 season.
"Athletes know what it's like
to have season-ending injuries.
They also could probably agree
that the main thing to help get
past it are your teammates," Fer
raro said.

Finally, Ferraro entered the
2010 season hoping to make an
early impact and prove he belongs
among the Division 1 ranks.
Following the victory over
the Owls, Ferraro recorded a hit
in the 9-8 loss to the Rice Owls
the next day. But it was the game
against UC Riverside that was
Ferraro's official coming out
party. He went 3-4 with an RBI
in a 15-8 rout of the Highlanders,
as the streak extended to three
games.
It was a much needed victory
for the Toreros before they had
to travel across the country to
take on the lOth-ranked team in
the country, the Coastal Carolina
Chanticleers. Ferraro did not play
in the series opener until he was
subbed in as a defensive replace
ment for James Meador in the
seventh inning.
He did not record an at-bat
and therefore his streak was not
affected, but the team dropped a
lopsided game 10-2 without the
benefit of Ferraro's bat.
In the second game, with
Ferraro back in the lineup, USD
battled to a 5-3 victory behind
another gem from sophomore
Sammy Solis. Ferraro recorded
a single in the eighth inning to
extend the streak to four.
The rubber match between
the Chanticleers and Toreros
was a textbook pitchers' duel.
But with the game tied 1 -1 in the
top of the ninth inning and both
teams struggling to get anything
going offensively, it was Ferraro
who stepped up with a lead-off
double, extending his hitting
streak to five games and setting
the table for a win. He eventually
scored on a two-out double by
Austin Green, giving the Toreros
the lead heading into the bottom
of the ninth. Matt Hauser closed
the door in the bottom half giving
USD a well-deserved 2-1 vic
tory.
While the Toreros dropped
an 8-6 contest the next day to the
Hawaii Warriors, it was still Fer
raro who shined for the offense.
He went 3-5 with a run scored,
and his hitting streak was ex
tended to six games.
That is where things stood
entering Monday, when the Tore
ros traveled to Tempe to take on
the No. 1 team in the country, the
Arizona State Sun Devils, for a
brief two-game series.

COURTESY USD ATHLETICS

TOP: Ferraro slides into second after belting a double.
BOTTOM: Ferraro found his groove this season after coming back
from a series of injuries that cut last season short. Fie has provided
the middle of the lineup with a much needed jolt of offense as the
Toreros have been inconsistent at the plate all season.

The first game was one to
forget, as the team was absolutely
pummeled by a score of 15-0.
Still, it's the little things that keep
fans excited, and Ferraro's hitting
streak could not be stopped de
spite seemingly everything else
going against the Toreros. He
recorded one of just five Toreros'
hits to extend the streak to seven
games.
This issue was printed before
the first pitch of Tuesday's game
against the Sun Devils, and there
fore there are no results to report
as to whether or not Ferraro's
streak continued.
Regardless, it has been a long
journey for Mike Ferraro. He has
paid his dues at the lower levels
and he is finally shining during

his time in the spotlight.
Whether or not the streak
continued on Tuesday is irrel
evant in terms of his impact on
the team.
The hitting streak has gotten
the Toreros back in the hunt for
an NCAA tournament run as they
are set to begin conference play
on Friday when they open up a
three game series against WCC
foe the Loyola Marymount Lions
at Cunningham Stadium at 3
p.m.
Although it has been an up
and down season for the Toreros,
Ferraro remains optimistic of the
team's chances. "Once every
thing comes together this season,
it's going, to be a fun thing to
see," Ferraro said.
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Roller coaster ride continues for Toreros tennis

MORGAN PAYNE
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The Toreros men's tennis team
has faced a diversity of adversity
in the 2010 season. They started
the season 2-0 only to get humbled
by the University of Southern
California, the top ranked team
in the country at the time. The
Toreros then surged back after the
embarrassing 7-0 loss to USC and
won five of their next six matches
against a majority of teams that
were nationally ranked.
Through their next stretch of
ranked opponents, complacency
and an injury to Dean Jackson,
the WCC player of the month
in February, would hinder the
Toreros. Jackson was out for the
singles match against the 34th
ranked University of Arizona and
then had to sit out against Boise
State University and 35th ranked
Brigham Young University.
Fatigued by an extremely
tough schedule and the loss of
their star player, the Toreros dis
played their best team effort of
the season against the University
of Utah. Players such as freshman
Thiabaut Visy, who is still learning
the ways of collegiate tennis, came
through when the team needed him
most during their trip to Utah last
month.
This great team play contin
ued against the Tulane Green Wave
two weeks ago as the 57th ranked
Toreros came up victorious by a

Why not
USD?

RYAN BRENNAN/1HL VIS IA
Due to injury, the Toreros have had to shuffle their doubles line up this year and have not had the luxury
of using the expierenced tandem of Jackson (Left) and Schive (Right) on a daily basis.

score of 5-2, aided by the return
of Jackson and their first doubles
point in their last four matches.
The win improves the Toreros to
9-6 overall and gives them two
consecutive wins for the first time
since February.
"We were able to come to
gether in doubles and get three
wins, which set us up nicely before
singles," junior Nils Schive said.
San Diego took a 3-0 overall
advantage with singles wins from
Visy and junior Abdullah Hashem.
Visy won his second straight

singles competition after dropping
five straight. USD then surren
dered a singles loss, but Jackson
got the Toreros back on track with
a victory in straight sets.
With a 4-1 overall advantage,
Nikola Bubnic, ranked 100th at the
time, grabbed the final point for the
Toreros, marking an impressive 12
singles wins this season. His stel
lar performance against the Green
Wave bumped him up six spots to
94th in the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association's individual rankings.
Tulane would garner one more

point, but it would not be enough
to keep USD from victory.
"We had a rough week where
the team as a whole was pretty
tired," stated Schive. "But we
came together as a team and kept
fighting."
The Toreros will get a chance
to recharge after battling through
an extremely tough national
schedule as they have a couple
days to rest and focus on their up
coming match up north versus the
Fresno State Bulldogs on the road
this Sunday.

TORERO DIARIES
Buzzer sounds: What's next for me?
MORGAN HENDERSON
STAFF WRITER

It was the last buzzer I
would ever hear in college. If
it had gone off a few seconds
earlier, everything might be
different. But our first game in
Vegas ended up being our last,
as we were beaten in the final
moments on a last second shot.
The sound of that particular
buzzer meant that our hearts had
been broken and stomped on by
a team we were picked to beat.
People typically love upsets. I
used to be one of those people.
But on that afternoon, when my
team was stunned by the lowest
seed in our conference, when
our high hopes and lofty goals

were shattered in an instant, when
our blood, sweat and tears seemed
to be in vain, I wasn't rooting for
the underdog. We were supposed
to win that game, or at least that's
what I thought.
Disappointment was all I
felt for a long time after that, and
I would be lying if I said I don't
replay those final seconds in my
mind when I struggle to fall asleep
at night. I've found that pain begins
to fade over time as the important
things start to come into focus.
We flew into Vegas deter
mined to win a championship,
but what this team left with was
something maybe even more valu
able; a hunger. But not just any
hunger. This one is stronger and
deeper because it won't be satis-

fied until the next buzzer sounds,
nearly seven months from now.
With each March Madness game
watched, with every buzzer beater
witnessed, and with every remind
er of what this year could have
been, that hunger grows. I have no
doubt that next year the Toreros
womens basketball team will be a
force to be reckoned with.
My college basketball career
is over now. It didn't end the way
I had envisioned, but I also never
could've imagined that these four
years would be so fulfilling.
The teammates and coaches
that I have shared my life with day
in and day out have influenced my
character more than I can put into
words. Although it may not have
always been apparent, I wouldn't

trade the amazing individuals or
the unique experiences that we
have gone through together for
any trophy or any win.
My love for the game still
runs deep, and my body is con
tinuing to function relatively
well. My next goal is to pursue
a career playing basketball over
seas. I have yet to hear a more
appealing job description than
living in a foreign land while
getting paid to play the sport I
love.
Regardless of where I
end up in life, I will remember
always to appreciate the sound
of the buzzer, and how it marked
the end of one familiar chapter in
my life, and the beginning of an
other very new and special one.

From Brazil to America and now, Europe?
ROBERTO MAFRA
STAFF WRITER

Now that the basketball
season is over it is time for play
ers across the country to think
about their future careers and
the possibility of playing profes
sional ball.
As a senior, I can say that
I have two very pressing ques
tions on my mind. First, what is
the next step for me in life after
college? Secondly, does this
future include basketball?
What makes it more diffi
cult is that the answers to these
questions take time; there is no
immediate response. Since I am
not a top NBA draft pick, the

next logical step to continue my
basketball career is to consider
playing overseas, which is what
I am currently in the process of
exploring. Even though this pro
cess is very long and full of uncer
tainty, I know it will be worth it in
the end.
Exploring the overseas option
is not an easy process for some
one who does not have a lot of
network connections in Europe,
where there are a plethora of pro
leagues.
Therefore, finding an agent
that has good connections with
club teams overseas is very help
ful. However, finding a reliable
and trustworthy agent is not a
quick process. There are many

agents in the business who want to
discuss the options of the services
they provide.
It is necessary to ask questions
and gather lots of information in
order to build a trusting relation
ship; it is important to remember
the process is a business, and can
be more difficult because some
times the relationship has to be
built over the phone or Internet. I
am currently in the process of talk
ing to agents and trying to find one
that will represent me in a posi
tive manner. This is the next step
in order for me to play basketball
overseas.
Another difficult task, and one
of the hardest for me, is having to
wait and be patient about picking

my next home. All I can do right
now is keep working out and try
to be calm about not knowing
what country I may be in. After
I sign with an agent I have to im
mediately be ready to receive a
call and leave. I will barely have
enough time to pack my things.
However, I personally think
this period of waiting is worth it.
I am one of many college players
who has a dream to play profes
sional basketball, and right now
I am experiencing the process in
order to make this dream a real
ity.
Getting paid to .play the
sport I love is going to be a
lifelong goal that will finally be
accomplished.

As Gordon Heyward's final
three point prayer agonizingly
bounced off the rim as time ex
pired, America's collective hearts
sank with those of the Butler faith
ful. The underdogs from the small
Midwestern school pitted against
the elitist perennial power; they
truly were America's team.
Some prognosticators see this
as a seismic shift in the world of
college basketball; an ushering in
of an era where mid-majors can
compete for a national title on a
regular basis. Others see Butler as
a blip on the radar screen; nothing
more than a statistical anomaly.
Either way Bruce Pearl, head
coach of the Tennessee Volunteers,
was correct when he expressed the
fact that a Butler win would be the
worst thing to ever happen to midmajor coaches across the nation.
While the statement was a bit
tongue-in-cheek, Pearl certainly
brings up a legitimate point. While
Butler did not beat Duke to cap
ture a national championship, they
came about as close as a team can.
The question every athletic direc
tor at every mid-major program
in America woke up today asking
themselves the same question,
"Why not us?"
Why not USD? Why can't
USD be competing for a national
title? Why were we a part of the
laughing stock of the WCC this
year? These are valid questions in
wake of the Bulldogs' improbable
run.
Interestingly, there is not
much difference between the
two programs. Both are private
schools. Both boast enrollment of
around 5,000 students. Both are
located near major cities. While
Indiana is traditionally considered
a hotbed of basketball talent, San
Diego and the Southern California
area are certainly top recruiting
areas themselves. With so many
similarities it is natural to assume
we should be able to compete at
the same level as Butler.
The next two years will be
very telling in how much further
we can expect USD's basketball
program to advance. With the best
recruiting class in history coming
in next year and some promis
ing freshmen play this past year,
it will be up to Head Coach Bill
Grier to steer this program in the
right direction. After two straight
years of vast underachievement,
Grier desperately needs a quality
turn around, and fast.
A continued emphasis on
defense will be the straw that stirs
the drink for the Toreros. It was
only by holding opponents under
60 points that the Butler Bulldogs
were able to advance in the tour
nament. That is no coincidence.
Defense is one of the few ways a
mid-major team can gain an ad
vantage on the upper echelon of
college hoops. They cannot com
pete on talent or athleticism alone,
but certainly can take the upper
hand on defense and effort.
Talented recruits and de
fensive pressure will have to be
Grier's calling card if the Toreros
have any chance of replicating
Butler's success. Here's to hoping
USD will be America's new team.
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Lady Toreros look to add depth for next season
Coach Cindy Fisher is ecstatic about new class of recruits that should help Toreros get back atop VJCC
JOEY SHOEN
STAFF WRITER

The abrupt end to the USD womens
basketball season only made the team's wait
for next year that much longer. The thought
of returning everyone but starting forward
Morgan Henderson to the 2010-2011 cam
paign definitely has the team anticipating
a much deeper run into March. However,
with four strong recruits arriving on campus
next fall, it might be the players who aren't
currently on the roster that give USD the
ability to be a strong contender to Gonzaga,
St. Mary's and the rest of the WCC.
"I am absolutely thrilled with this re
cruiting class," Head Coach Cindy Fisher
said. "We have added size, speed, quick
ness and leadership to our program with
the signing of these four amazing student
athletes. All of these young ladies have
strong character, are fantastic students and
are talented athletes. My staff has done an
outstanding job of evaluating and signing
four incredible young ladies."
The four amazing student ath
letes Coach Fisher was referring to are
Kameron Knutson (Mesa, Ariz./Dobson
High School), Cheyenne Williams (Sacra
mento, Calif./Bradshaw Christian School),
Nicole Ballestero (Orange, Calif./Villa Park
High School) and Amy Kame (Grand Junc
tion, Colo ./Central High School). Each of
these young women come from different
hometowns here on the West Coast and will
look to bring a certain something special to
their new hoops team next year.
Knutson is a 6'4" center who ESPN
ranks as the 19th best player at her position.
She averaged 16 points, 10 rebounds and
six assists as a junior when she was named
to the All-State team.
"Kameron's size and versatility will

make an immediate impact in our program,"
Fisher said.
Williams, a 6'2" forward, also made a
splash during her junior season where she
was the Sacramento Metro League MVP
after posting averages of 22.1 points, 17.5
rebounds, 4.1 steals and 5.2 blocks per
game.
"Cheyenne is the total package as far as
size, strength, quickness and athletic abil
ity," Fisher said.
Ballestero is a 5'8" point guard who
should be able to provide USD with the
second floor general they need to help Do
minique Conners. ESPN ranks her as an 87
out of 100, and she was named A11-C1F Di
vision II as a sophomore, junior and senior.
"Nicole's ability to distribute the ball,
as well as score, makes her invaluable as a
player," Fisher said.
Amy Kame comes to USD as a 6'0"
off-guard who went for 23 points and seven
boards a night as a junior. She doesn't just
excel on the hardwood, however, as her 3.8
GPA earned her a spot on Colorado's FirstTeam All-State Academic squad as well.
"Amy is the ultimate competitor and
has shown great leadership on all of the
teams that she has been associated with. 1
expect Amy to make an easy transition to
the next level and contribute right away,"
Fisher said.
On paper, USD could perhaps be get
ting one of the best recruiting classes in the
program's history. Coach Fisher is clearly
having trouble hiding her optimism, but
it will be up to the recruits as well as the
current members of the team to take their
games to the next level and gel with one an
other. Only time will tell, and the Lady To
reros, both present and future, will become
all too familiar with time as they wait for
this long offseason to come to an end.
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Head Coach Cindy Fisher will have an experienced squad to help mentor her four new
freshmen next season.
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